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  TROSMI-F

This is a gemlog for the SpellBinding puzzle, in which you construct words using the specified letters (each word must contain the anchor letter).

Play SpellBinding

FIRM FIRST FIST FOIST FOOT FORM FORT FORTISSIMO FROM FROST ISOFORM MISFIT MOTIF RIFF RIFT ROOF ROTIFORM SIFT SOFFIT SOFT STIFF TIFF TRIFORM


FORTISSIMO was the loudest pangram.


There are three -FORM words:


	An ISOFORM is a protein that is a part of a related set sharing similar genetic sequences.

	ROTIFORM means shaped like a wheel.

	TRIFORM means consisting of or appearing as three different things.




The word 'miff' was missing.


Another day.

gemlog
home
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I think I'm supposed to say “Merry something something,” and something about good wills
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[It looks like Sean *finally* fixed the spelling mistake [1]. It's about time! ---Editor]


[1] /boston/2006/12/25.1
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How Do I Make the Most Out of My Kobo eReader?


I got myself a new ebook reader for Christmas! It's a kobo of precisely the right size, and so far I'm loving it. It has a wifi connection and an experimental web browser, which appears to be it apart from the ebook reading capabilities (which supports many formats, and is not locked to a store of any kind).


Does anyone have tips on how to get the most out of it? Is it possible to install third party apps? Are there any good ones?


-- CC0 ew0k, 2021-12-25
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First blog post and what I've been doing

2021-12-25


Despite having this server up for around 3 months, I haven't bothered to put up a blog up until now. That being said, there was already 2 guides I setup 2-3 months ago (links below), however since I didn't really blog or put out my site somewhere else, those obviously aren't going to be seen regardless till now. Nevertheless, lets talk about what I've been up to recently.


HTTPS to Gemini proxy with kineto
Raspberry Pi Alpine Linux + Gemini Setup

Gemini generators

If you see this blog via HTTPS, and compare to the Gemini version, it's simply just a Gemini to HTML generated version of the Gemini site. I've recently worked on this Gemini to HTML static site generator called "gmi2html" and that is what generating the HTML in the HTTPS site now!


That is not the only thing, I also written a separate program called "gemlog2feed" which just converts gemlog entries into atom feed. gmi2html can also recognise the atom feed and convert any gemini links to HTTPS ones.


gmi2html - Git repository
gemlog2feed - Git repository

Currently, they're at a rough but workable state. I might have some checking over and more features to do before I tag them for a release, but it works for what I want for now. Also, a basic setup guide will be put up for them also, but the configuration is rather simple already anyway.


I also started working on a Git repositories to Gemini static site generator, but that still has quite a way to go. Whenever it gets to a stage where there'll be a Gemini version of the git repository site, then I'll blog about it anyway.


Setting up email

I might have a go and try setting up email in this server. Certainly have a lot more to setup compared to a web server, so it seems kind of a put off, but just want to try out what its like setting up and using an email server for myself.


One particular use of this would be to have it for somewhere for anyone to send in git patches to contribute to one of my repository. Otherwise, the email won't be taken too seriously for the time being.


Even though I already do have some email accounts, I want to participate (or at least have a try) it in a more, federated way, as email typically intended to be rather than just sign up to the bigger email providers.


About this blog

I will use it on updates about software I wrote, and notify about some new guides/changes. I treat guides separate from blogs as guides can have stuff that may need updated, where-as a blog post is generally a one-off thing.


From time to time, I might have some thoughts/opinion I might want to write it out. Could be anything really, typically related to technology in general.


And lastly...

To state the obvious, it's December 25th: Merry Christmas!


Back to blog entries
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GCC Warning options (and clang)


Feed

date: 2021-12-25 18:16:20


categories: C


firstPublishDate: 2021-12-25 18:16:20


The options listed here are for compiling C programs. They are extra options to make the code less bug prone (like static analyzers).


GCC version 10.2


GCC has warning options helping programmers write better code. When I run tests, I have these options (compiling C):



-g3 -std=gnu11 -fPIC -pipe -mrdrnd -rdynamic -pthread -Wall -Wextra




	`-g3` stores all debug symbols including #defines

	`-std=gnu11` is C version I use: GNU C11, the `_cleanup` attribute is convenient and the macros can values...

	`-mrdrnd` allows using the hardware random number generator

	`-rdynamic` give us function names in stack traces

	`-pthread` is for threads, it is no longer required with glibc 2.34 but I keep it to able to compile my projects on older linux systems

	`-Wall` and `-Wextra` enable many useful warning but not all of them




To make my code more explicit and easier to update in the future, I enabled the following extra warning options:



	`-Wdouble-promotion` warn implicit conversion to double

	`-Wformat-security` warn not string literals for print functions

	`-Wformat-signedness` warn format string and argument signedness mismatch

	`-Winit-self` warn variables initialized with themselves

	`-Wshift-overflow=2` warn left shifting into the sign bit

	`-Wswitch-default` warn when switch is missing a default case, it helps handling all cases

	`-Wstrict-overflow=4` warn about compiler optimizations

	`-Walloca` warn alloca usage, this allow finding code using a lot of stack space

	`-Warith-conversion` warn type conversion with constants

	`-Wduplicated-branches` warn when an if-else has identical branches

	`-Wduplicated-cond` warn about duplicated conditions in an if-else-if chain

	`-Wshadow` warn whenever a local variable or type declaration shadows another variable, parameter, type

	`-Wcast-qual` warn when const qualifier(and other qualifiers) is removed in a cast

	`-Wconversion` warn for implicit conversions that may alter a value. After fixing these warnings, the conversions become explicit in the code

	`-Wdate-time` warn when macros **TIME**, **DATE** or **TIMESTAMP** are encountered as they might prevent bit-wise-identical reproducible compilations

	`-Wstrict-prototypes` warn if a function is declared or defined without specifying the argument types (old style)

	`-Wmissing-prototypes` warn if a global function is defined without a previous prototype declaration

	`-Winvalid-pch` warn if a precompiled header cannot be used




Here are the warning options I don't use:



	`-Wundef` because there are warnings for the platform defines that are not set (`__FreeBSD__`) and it is ok.

	`-Wredundant-decls`: in my project, there are lots of redundant declarations, so I don't use this option, but I think it is good warning to enable

	`-Wformat-nonliteral`: it issues a warning for global `const char*`, I would like to have a warning when the format string is not readonly because it could be a user input.

	`-Wbad-function-cast`: I get the warning when converting `int64_t` to double and I run my programs most of the time on x64. The x64 CPUs have the instruction cvtsi2sd so the conversion is done in hardware. I mostly dpn't need this warning.

	`-Wjump-misses-init`: When a variable is declared and used in the jumped code between the goto and the label, the warning is issued. I think it is unnecessary and I would like to disable the warning when the goto is ok with #pragma GCC diagnostic ignored "-Wjump-misses-init", but the warning for the label is kept




For more detailed information about GCC warning options check out the

official GCC documentation
.


Clang version 11


Clang has different options compare to GCC, I compile my programs with both GCC and Clang. When compiling with Clang, I use these warning options:



	`-Wdouble-promotion` same as GCC

	`-Wformat-security` same as GCC

	`-Wformat-type-confusion` warn format and variable type mismatch

	`-Winit-self` same as GCC

	`-Wswitch-default` same as GCC

	`-Wstrict-overflow=4` same as GCC

	`-Walloca` same as GCC

	`-Wshadow` same as GCC

	`-Wcast-qual` same as GCC

	`-Wconversion` same as GCC

	`-Wdate-time` same as GCC

	`-Wstrict-prototypes` same as GCC

	`-Wmissing-prototypes` same as GCC

	`-Winvalid-pch` same as GCC

	`-Wmissing-variable-declarations`

	`-Wunreachable-code-aggressive` warn about dead code

	`-Wextra-semi-stmt` warn about empty expression statements, for example extra ; like this: `puts("string");;`

	`-Wused-but-marked-unused` warn used variables marked as unused

	`-Wcast-align` warn about memory alignment after cast

	`-Wdocumentation` warn about comments




For more detailed information about Clang warning options check out

Diagnostic flags in Clang (short descriptions)
.


Feed
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🚩 RetroFlag GPi Case 2


RetroFlag this month released a second version of their GPi Case, for the Raspberry Pi Compute Module 4 (CM4).


RetroFlag GPi Case 2

I was super excited for this release as I liked the original GPi Case, but it had several negatives that meant it wasn't as good as I hoped.


	No rechargeable battery (requires 3xAA)

	Low resolution screen 2.8" (320 x 240)

	Powered by a Pi Zero (W)




All of these issues have been addressed with the new GPi Case 2!

You can read the full specs above, but it now has:



	4000mAh rechargeable battery

	640 x 480 3.0" IPS screen

	Powered by a Pi Compute Module 4 (CM4) - full power of a Pi 4B+!

	Sleep mode button

	USB-C OTG port

	Optional dock, with HDMI out & USB ports!




With these changes the new GPi Case 2, has the horsepower of any other Pi 4 based retro console. This increased horsepower in combination with a rechargeable battery, better screen, and optional dock have pushed this device to the top of my list of cool retro handhelds. The fact that it has a design that closely follows the original Nintendo Game Boy DMG is just the icing on the cake!


TL;DR

SHUT UP AND TAKE MY MONEY!!!


Hardware


So along with the case itself you will need one Pi Compute Module 4 and an SD card. Installation is super easy* just follow the website or included instructions.


*Screwdriver NOT required 😀


When selecting a Pi Compute Module 4, select either a 2 or 4GB model WITH WiFi.


Software


Like any retro console powered by a Raspberry Pi there are lots of options. The main three are RetroPie, Recalbox and Batocera. Each has it's own pros and cons, but this time I decided to go with Batocera as it is known to have the least amount of tweaking required, and will work right out of the box.


Batocera
RetroPie
Recalbox

Installation


To install you first have to download the Batocera image, then write it to an SD card, then apply the GPi Case patches.


Batocera


At this point in time there is no dedicated build of Batocera for the GPi Case 2, there is only one for the original GPi Case. DO NOT download the original GPi Case build, you need to get the build for a "Raspberry Pi 4 B", which the Pi Compute Module 4 is based on.


Batocera Download

Once downloaded take your disk img writer of choice (I prefer Raspberry Pi Imager), plug in your SD card and write the image.


Raspberry Pi Imager

At this point the SD card will not work until you apply the patch for the GPi Case 2 display output.


Patches for the GPi Case 2


There are two patches you need to apply. One for the screen and one for the "safe shutdown". Both can be found on the main product page on the RetroFlag website


Display patch


RetroFlag GPi Case 2

First you need to apply the display patch. There are instructions inside the downloaded zip file.


I was using Linux so I simply copied the 3 config*.txt files from the Batocera / patch_files directory inside the zip file, to the root of the SD card.


Safe shutdown script


RetroFlag GPiCase2 Script Repository

In order to make the on/off switch safely shutdown the device you need to install a script. Again all of the instructions are on the RetroFlag site, but I think the Batocera instructions were not the clearest, so I will include what I did.


Once the device is up and running, first connect it to a WiFi network. Just hit the "Start" button on the screen, go to Network Settings, enable WiFi and then enter in your WiFi details. I'm assuming here you bought a CM4 module with WiFi, if you didn't go an buy one, it will make things so much easier!


ℹ️ Note: If WiFi doesn't come up when you try the "Scan" option just enter your SSID and password manually. If the WiFi doesn't appear to be working after you have done that, then just turn the device off then on again, yes seriously it will then work.


Once you're on your on the network then go to a PC and you will use your favourite SSH program to connect to the device and run a script to install the safe shutdown script.


ssh login
ssh root@batocera



Enter the password, which by default is "linux"


wget command
wget -O - "https://raw.githubusercontent.com/RetroFlag/GPiCase2-Script/main/batocera_install_gpi2.sh" | bash



Done!


A cool look


At this point you might want to switch themes. On Batocera that is super easy, if you got your WiFi working. 😀


Hit "Start" and from the menu select "Updates & Downloads", then "Themes" and select the theme of your choice.


Two I can recommend are EpicNoir (this is quite a popular theme nowadays), or GPi Super RetroBoy for a cool retro theme.


Adding games


Don't forget to add your ROM backups to play some games!


On Batocera that's super easy just put "\\batocera" into the address bar on Windows Explorer and the shared folder will open up where you can copy games, bioses or whatever else you need.


Performance


There isn't much to say here, it's pretty much exactly the same as any other Raspberry Pi 4 based device. Basically it will run most consoles that existed up until the late 90's, with some limited support after that.


Competitors


This will by no means be an exhaustive list, as there are a massive number of devices on the market today that can play similar retro games. Instead it will stick to the models that are powered by a Raspberry Pi, and I either own or researched because they looked interesting.


GPi Case (original)


RetroFlag GPi Case

This was the original release of the GPi Case, and it was decent, but the negatives listed above really held it back. It was also much more fiddly to set up because of the low power of the Pi Zero, meaning you needed to tweak most games to get them to run well.


The Pi Zero 2 with the same power as a Pi 3 was just released, and does work in the case, but the added power needs combined with the use of 3xAA batteries, is an issue.


Gameplay on this device can suffer because of the lower resolution screen too. Vertical arcade games like 1942 or Pac-man end up not scaling so well. These look far better on the new screen of the GPi Case 2.


PiBoy DMG (Experimental Pi)


PiBoy DMG

The PiBoy DMG was announced a couple of years ago and it looked to be the holy grail of Nintendo Game Boy DMG replicas. Bigger, great screen, more buttons, analogue stick, and housed a full size Pi 4B+!


But I have to say I have been a bit disappointed with it. My biggest issue was the fan. I want to have silent retro gaming and not the constant noise or buzz of a fan. I even went so far as to experiment with sticking in a big heat sink and removing the fan. This never quite worked as well as I had hoped, and then after the fan was silenced there was the sound issue.


PiBoy sound issue

There turned out to be a known issue with the sound on this device where it will emit a low buzz or hum though the speakers. This in itself makes me not want to use the device no matter how good everything else on it is. I even returned my device for repair, and it came back a little better, but when compared to any of the other devices listed here the added audio hiss is a deal breaker.


GPM280 & GPM280(4) (Waveshare)


GPM280 (CM3 based)

This was another device I was excited about! It was the first model I saw powered by a Pi Compute Module 3. It looks like a blown up Nintendo Game Boy Micro in the Famicom colour scheme! Cool!


One of the biggest issues with this device is the price, it's probably the most expensive device outside of the LCL models below. It does have a great screen with 640 x 480 resolution, and the feel in the hand when playing it is great. I do enjoy playing this device but it has a rather small battery leading to short play time, and it was quite tricky to set up correctly and get going well. Now I have got past that, I think this is a solid but expensive device.


Earlier this year Waveshare released a version based on the Pi Compute Module 4. Really the extra horsepower isn't needed, but I believe it was done because it became impossible to get a Pi Compute Module 3.


GPM2804 (CM4 based)

Game HAT (Waveshare)


Game HAT

The Game HAT is the original DIY handheld console released by Waveshare a couple of years back.


It's not very pretty with a Raspberry Pi, sandwiched between a couple of layers of plastic. The buttons are all big and clunky, and it has an analog stick stead of a D-pad. But, it's cheap, and you can put basically any Raspberry Pi in it, from Pi 2, Pi 3 A or B, and Pi 4B+, and all will do a great job. It also has the middle ground of screen resolution at 480 x 320, so this ends up looking pretty ok for most games and avoids the problems of scaling 320 x 240 screens have.


This device was my first dive into Raspberry Pi based handhelds, and I think even today it's a fun "project device" for learning, but playing games on this for any extended period of time is not so fun and a bit weird.


LCL-Pi Boy


LCL-Pi Boy Store

This is the first device on this list that I do not own. They have models for both the Pi 3A+ and Pi Compute Module 4. It looks like it could be a nice device, but I never got one because of the price, and the earlier models looked a bit home made. The newer models looks much better, but aren't in my budget right now.


Retro Dreamer G4A CM4


Retro Dreamer G4A CM4 Kickstarter

I also do not own this device, but when the Kickstarter was launched, YouTube was flooded with reviews.


This one takes the form of the original Nintendo Game Boy Advance. There are lots of options from DIY to pre-built kits. Again the price was blocking me a bit, and the unknown of how good this device is until it's out in the wild.


Conclusion


If you made it this far, I'm sure all you can hear in your head is...


SHUT UP AND TAKE MY MONEY!!!


📧 Comment
🍓 Raspberry Pi's
💻 Consoles & Computers
📰 All posts
🏠 Capsule home
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📖 re: How do I make the most of my new Kobo eReader?

Sat 25 Dec 2021 19:29:49 EST


First off, before I forget: Merry Christmas. May there be peace on Earth and good will to all. Live long and prosper. Infinite diversity in infinite combinations. I have been almost completely offline since Tuesday the 22d.


~ewok just got a new Kobo eReader, and they ask how to make the most of it:


How Do I Make the Most Out of My Kobo eReader?

Oh, do I have answers for you!


First off, things you can do with the stock firmware that might not be obvious:



	You can add TTF fonts in the folder 'fonts' in the root of the user-accessible storage.

	You can sync web articles via Pocket. You need a Pocket account, but since Pocket is owned by Mozilla, that's not /terrible/. Save long articles to Pocket in your web browser, read them on your eReader.

	Don't forget you can use the limited web browser to browse Gemini via one of the proxies. But IME it's not that great because it scrolls rather than pages, and the scrolling looks ugly.




Second, strongly consider installing KOReader. You can download it and instructions for installing it from a thread on the MobileRead forum.


Installing KOReader on Kobo readers

It's an alternative reader which I prefer to the default for a number of reasons:



	It has better font rendering.

	It has much better hyphenation.

	It supports more file formats (not that important)

	It is highly customizable and has a lua extension interface.




One of the extensions I use heavily is the Wallabag extension. It works much like the default reader's Pocket integration, but it works with a self-hosted Wallabag install.


The user interface is not very well designed, and it's not obvious that for setting defaults you usually have to change a setting and long-press the menu or button you're changing. But once you get it set up, it actually looks better than the default reader, as long as you stay in the reader interface and not the settings menus.


The install method above leaves the standard reader in place, so you boot into the standard reader, which now has an extra menu for third-party apps, which includes KOReader.


Anyway, have fun, enjoy your reader, read long books on it!
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Merry Christmas

2021-12-25


---


No matter what holiday you celebrate around this time of year, what's most important is being with those you love, celebrating what you're thankful for, and appreciating the things you care about.


Merry Christmas, happy holidays, and a joyous new year from Rob!


---


Up One Level
Home

[Last updated: 2021-12-25]
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Best review ever?


Posted Sat 25 Dec, 2021.


Today I got a watch as Christmas present. I stopped using wrist clocks around my first year of Uni -long ago, don't ask!-, because I always was either on a computer or had my mobile phone, so the watch felt redundant.


Now the mobile phones are ridiculously large. True that they do way more things, but getting them out of a pocket to check the time is now a bit awkward. Probably not the end of the world, but I think I have scratched a couple of screens by dropping the phone when checking the time. Ouch.


But then with the pandemic and working from home, turns out I'm *at home* and likely to not have my phone on a pocket and, sometimes, I'm not even sitting on my desk in front of my computer. We have a couple of clocks around, but the children play with them and change the time -a clock with the wrong time, madness!-. I got tired of setting the time, almost daily, and instead of fighting the boys I decided to get a watch.


This is not the first my attempt, thought. I tried one of those cheap-ish smart watches for fitness, after buying one for my wife -she loves it!-; but I made a fatal mistake buying it with touchable screen instead of using one side button -like the one my wife has-. The screen was too sensitive and it was triggering the screen or changing the watch setup accidentally -I guess the equivalent of butt-dialing with your phone-. Besides you had to charge it probably too frequently and required an app for my phone that wasn't great; so I decided it was causing more problems than it solved.


Just read this review of the CASIO F-91W by TomH28 in 2017:


This watch is a classic. Fairly indestructible, long-lasting battery and slim profile.

>

This is probably the 10th I've owned throughout my life, most of them lost. Got it this time for a few weeks skippering and it didn't leave my wrist for the entire trip. Survived being smashed against things, diving to 12 metres, constantly being wet or salty, getting abused constantly and it still looks good as new.

>

It's the epitome of functionality; designed not to look flash but just to work.

>

The last one of these I found at 8 metres while diving. Naturally it worked absolutely fine until I inadvertently handed it down to the next owner.


I think I had a previous iteration of that one some time ago. At the end I decided for the CASIO W-800H-1AVDF, same spirit, but a bit fancier. The watch claims the battery should last 10 years. I'm already happy!


Back to the index
Back home
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Christmas Eve is Over


In about 20 minutes the clock strikes midnight here in Sweden, and Christmas Eve hands the holiday reins to Christmas Day. To us that’s the first day after Christmas; we celebrate on the Eve with good food and gifts.


It’s been a very good day, and I’m happy and grateful that I have such a wonderful family to share it with. It hasn’t been like other Christmases at all, yet in many ways the same. The kids are growing and this year none of them believes in Santa anymore. Of course they still want the gifts usually signed as coming from him! Knowing the truth is not allowed to come with a price 😉


For many years now our kids have only received one gift each on Christmas Eve, and then woken up the next day to find one or two to share from ”Santa”. There are many friends and relatives who want to give them something, but not everyone can. Maybe they haven’t met our kids enough lately to know what they like; maybe they don’t have the economy to buy and ship something.


I think the solution was my wife’s idea: anyone who wants to give our kids a Christmas gift can send us money that goes into a pool that pays the gifts, and they get their name on the card. It allows us to give them something bigger or of higher quality. It allows us to split the money unevenly between the gifts, because different wants and needs cost differently. Most importantly it doesn’t only absolve everyone else from having to find generic trinkets within their respective budgets, but also from potentially feeling like they’re in a competition of means. It doesn’t matter if you send us $1 or $100, your name is still on the card.


And the kids always get excited when they hear the long list of people who’ve contributed to their gifts.


-- CC0 ew0k, 2021-12-24




gemini://warmedal.se/~bjorn/posts/2021-12-24-christmas-eve-is-over.gmi
Lost ast Vath updates

Back home

24 December 2021

Spawn points and descriptions for Endwalker elite marks have been added. In addition, I've simplified the display of coordinates on earlier elite mark pages.


One day I may get around to including actual maps, but I don't want to just "borrow" one of the maps that are already floating around the internet, not least because they don't fit the minimal aesthetic I'm going for by having a Gemini capsule in the first place.


Updated pages:

All elite mark pages

22 December 2021

I meant to do this MUCH sooner, but I've been a little busy, uh... playing Endwalker. Don't @ me.


In today's updates:


	Removed Minor Arcana from the Arcana cheat sheet.

	Updated Gatherer quest turn-ins.




Updated pages:

Arcana cheat sheet
Botanist class quest turn-ins
Fisher class quest turn-ins
Miner class quest turn-ins



gemini://vath.click/updates.gmi
Flight log 🚀


The following are a 'stream of consciousness' (micro *log style).


ℹ Chronologically, the main sections are separated by days, with the most recent at the top. The individual sub entries are ordered by minute, again with the most recent at the top (of its respective day section). If you are actually trying to read any of this and feel you are missing context, just scroll down a little and start at an earlier subsection and work your way up. 😉


ℹ Timestamps match the local time in Oslo, Norway [CET/UTC+1 during winter] unless otherwise stated.


🔝 Capsule index

⁂


2021-12-24


11:17


Here in Norway we celebrate Julaften as the main day of the winter holidays, on the 24th (today). Wherever you are in the world, if you happen to read this enjoy Jul, Christmas, Saturnalia, festival of Sol Invictus, Winter solstice, or whatever you like to call it (and however you like to celebrate it). Happy Holidays! 🎄🎅


2021-12-23


14:54


By a combination of my latest backup, memory and a couple of fortunate screenshots I took yesterday, I think I have pretty much all of this Flight log back as it was.


13:52


From minch,


You need git!


Yeah, yeah… I know. 😒


13:37


Ok, I didn't lose too much but this is still very annoying to backfill! 😡


13:21


Ok, this suddenly all became VERY meta. I just deleted this entire Flight log (by mistake) and my closest backup was from yesterday 😲. I shall try and fill in the posts as best I recall them and then tack the backup that I have on the end.


12:01 [✍ 2021-12-25]


Recently I have been discussing symbols for editing with minch.


I want something that is both concise and easily understandable. I have settled on '✍', followed by a date/time and (optional) explanatory text, inside square brackets '[ ]'.


✍ 'WRITING HAND' (U+270D)

Here are some examples of what I mean.



	Before an added sentence or paragraph




Here is my original text. [✍ 2021-11-30] Some additional thoughts.



	A as part of the heading for a newly added section



## Additional thoughts [✍ 2021-11-30]

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua.

⁂



	To highlight an added (or changed) link



=> gemini://example.com/link1 Link 1
=> gemini://example.com/link2 Link 2 [✍ 2021-11-30: I found another handy link]




I went back and changed the highlighting of edits in a couple of old posts.


Linkification in Gopher clients 🔗 (A new intro)
Trying Gemini ♊ (New sections, with one referenced via '§')

I see that minch also adopted this style in one of his updated posts.


Sonic the Hedgehog on the C64 - minch (Added a link)

2021-12-22


14:12


I was just thinking about minch's quote in relation to Gopher (which also first appeared in 1991) and Gemini. He could have just as easily written.


From the moment [you start exploring] it's 1991 all over again, except it's 30 years later and you're [using Gemini]!

[✍ 2021-12-23: tweaked the fake quote (above)]


It totally works, right? 😉


13:37


Now minch is starting to write the content I would expect from him, rather than just meta stuff about Gemini on Gemini.


From the moment the game starts up it's 1991 all over again, except it's 30 years later and you're on a C64!


😆


Sonic the Hedgehog on the C64 💨 [✍ 2021-12-23: Updated link—new domain]

13:07


Enjoying chatting with minch on how he plans to use Gemini going forward. The index of his capsule already looks pretty nice.


[✍ 2021-12-23: Updated links]


minch's 'Retro' capsule
Why Gemini?  — minch
Choosing a Gemini Server — minch

08:14


It started to snow 🌨 again. Yes… that feels more like it!


2021-12-21


13:29


Besides my favoured 'Information Source character' (ℹ) [§ 2021-12-18 19:25] for break-out explanatory text, some other characters that could potentially be used for the same kinds of purposes include '💡', '💭' or perhaps the more traditional '☞'.


Commonly used to represent ideas (as over a head in a cartoon), thinking, and learning […]


Light Bulb (Emojipedia)
💡 'ELECTRIC LIGHT BULB' (U+1F4A1)

[The Thought Balloon is] Used to represent thinking, or thoughts, […]


Thought Balloon (Emojipedia)
💭 'THOUGHT BALLOON' (U+1F4AD)

The typical use of the pointing hand is as a bullet-like symbol to direct the reader's attention to important text, having roughly the same meaning as the word "attention" or "note" […]


Index (typography) - Usage examples (Wikipedia)
☞ 'WHITE RIGHT POINTING INDEX' (U+261E)

13:03


In the last few days, in an attempt to make my posts clearer I have read (and thought) a lot about stuff like: dinkus (and flourished section breaks); footnote symbology; information/note symbols; pilcrows; section signs.


Now you could certainly argue that:



	Perhaps this means that Gemtext is too simplistic (for how I like to do things)

	That I am doing it wrong and over thinking things (quite likely, as I have a tendency towards this)




However, to be honest, it was interesting going down this route of discovery. I learnt a lot about symbols and many things I have seen before suddenly make much more sense to me. I also have a better feel for how text was handled pre-web. I have a certain fascination for alternative ways stuff was (or could be) achieved. Hence Gemini, Unicycling and half my other interests.


So no matter how I continue with regards to Gemini, this was all worth it.


11:52


Yes, I got a friend to start a capsule. What do I win? 🎁


This is what happens when you have conversations with your friends about niche technologies and you dive into the rabbit hole... Thanks Ruari!


Why Gemini? [✍ 2021-12-23: Updated link—new domain]

2021-12-20


22:48


And now I am thinking about Section Sign (§) to reference a headings.


Section sign (Wikipedia)
§ 'SECTION SIGN' (U+00A7)

I reckon '§ Heading name' is reasonably intuitive. I have edited my 'make uninstall' post and added in a couple of these and I feel it is quite understandable.


'make install', uninstall help (howto remove manually installed software)

[I also updated some entires below to add in a few.]


22:12


Using a Pilcrow (¶) actually seems like a pretty good way to manually reference within a document, similar to same page 'anchoring' (think `foo` with `id=foo` on the web).


in academic writing, it is sometimes used as an in-text referencing tool to make reference to a specific paragraph from a document that does not contain page numbers, allowing the reader to find where that particular idea or statistic was sourced. The pilcrow sign followed by a number indicates the paragraph number from the top of the page.


Pilcrow - Modern usage (Wikipedia)
¶ 'PILCROW SIGN' (U+00B6)

Using '§ ¶ 5' or (perhaps even just '¶ 5') to point the reader to the 5th paragraph is pretty handy.


15:39


If you are using daggers († & ‡) for footnotes and need more than two, you can also use combinations and multiples of each, e.g.



	First = '†'

	Second = '‡'

	Third = '‡†'

	Fourth = '‡‡'

	Fifth = '‡‡†'

	Sixth = '‡‡‡'




ℹ When many footnotes are used, it is generally more practical to use consecutive numbers or other symbols to identify each footnote.


Some other symbols, that primarily serve another purpose but have been used as footnotes (according to Wikipedia), include §, ‖, ¶, Δ, ◊, ↓ and ☞.


Note (typography—Wikipedia)
§ 'SECTION SIGN' (U+00A7)
‖ 'DOUBLE VERTICAL LINE' (U+2016)
¶ 'PILCROW SIGN' (U+00B6)
Δ 'GREEK CAPITAL LETTER DELTA' (U+0394)
◊ 'LOZENGE' (U+25CA)
↓ 'DOWNWARDS ARROW' (U+2193)
☞ 'WHITE RIGHT POINTING INDEX' (U+261E)

While searching around on this topic, I have also seen the usage of 'playing cards' symbols as a way of doing footnotes.


Beckhoff Information System - Automatic generation of footnote symbols
♠ 'BLACK SPADE SUIT' (U+2660)
♣ 'BLACK CLUB SUIT' (U+2663)
♥ 'BLACK HEART SUIT' (U+2665)
♦ 'BLACK DIAMOND SUIT' (U+2666)

ℹ Personally, I would avoid using unicode 'superscript letters' when I have lots of footnotes because there are only a small number of true superscript letters in Unicode. It is far from a complete set. There are some that look like superscript letters but they are mostly meant for other very specific uses.  Additionally some letters have nothing that even 'resembles' a superscript equivalent (i.e. 'q'). This means that if you use a bunch of them you have to deal with the potential for font switching issues that I mentioned [§ 2021-12-20 11:34] but for the letters it is in my opinion often visually worse in many cases. It is also semantically worse, because while the superscript numbers come from two different sections ('¹²³' are from 'Latin-1 Supplement' [U+0080 → U+00FF] and '⁰⁴⁵⁶⁷⁸⁹' are from 'Superscripts and Subscripts' [U+2070 → U+209F]), they are all intended as actual superscripts. Because of missing letter characters and/or things that could potentially display oddly, you may even find that you want to skip over certain letters (which is potentially quite confusing).


13:52


There is also a 'triple dagger' that has been used historically to indicate another level of notation. However the actual unicode symbol for this is much more recent (Unicode 11.0 [June 2018]) and as such it does not have a lot of support with many fonts, thus meaning you cannot really count on it displaying correctly. For this reason I would avoid this character for the time being.


'TRIPLE DAGGER' (U+2E4B)

11:34


Some other characters that are quite handy include superscript numbers for use as footnotes.


⁰ 'SUPERSCRIPT ZERO' (U+2070)
¹ 'SUPERSCRIPT ONE' (U+00B9)
² 'SUPERSCRIPT TWO' (U+00B2)
³ 'SUPERSCRIPT THREE' (U+00B3)
⁴ 'SUPERSCRIPT FOUR' (U+2074)
⁵ 'SUPERSCRIPT FIVE' (U+2075)
⁶ 'SUPERSCRIPT SIX' (U+2076)
⁷ 'SUPERSCRIPT SEVEN' (U+2077)
⁸ 'SUPERSCRIPT EIGHT' (U+2078)
⁹ 'SUPERSCRIPT NINE' (U+2079)

ℹ The characters '¹²³' are part of 'Latin-1 Supplement' (U+0080 → U+00FF), while '⁰⁴⁵⁶⁷⁸⁹' are part of 'Superscripts and Subscripts' (U+2070 → U+209F). As such the first three may display slightly differently from the latter group because some font sets will only contain the first ones. This can cause font switching. If you are concerned about this and have lots of footnotes, consider other forms of footnotes, e.g. the pure ASCII '[1], [2], [3] …' style found in many plain text documents.


Unicode Block 'Latin-1 Supplement'
Unicode Block 'Superscripts and Subscripts'

Alternatively, the two 'dagger' characters can also work if you only have a couple of footnotes.


† 'DAGGER' (U+2020)
‡ 'DOUBLE DAGGER' (U+2021)

ℹ Traditionally the convention is to begin to use daggers only after you have first used asterisk (*) as the initial footnote but that would be problematic in Gemtext because if you start a line with '*' you have a [Gemtext] bullet point. You could potentially work around this by use of a space before the '*', or perhaps a 'zero width space' [§ 2021-12-19 22:38]. However it is probably best to just avoid '*' altogether (for this usage in Gemtext) because a user might still interpret them as bulletpoints if their client does not render using the '•' character. Additionally asterisk is also used informally in plain text (and officially in many simple formatting languages like Markdown) as the start (or end) of emphasis. You don't want the reader to have to think, "What does '*' mean this time?". For these reasons I would consider asterisk a poor choice for (Gemtext) footnotes and skip straight to daggers if you want to have a couple of footnotes.


A dagger, obelisk, or obelus † is a typographical mark that usually indicates a footnote if an asterisk has already been used.


Dagger (mark)—Wikipedia

2021-12-19


22:38


Here is another interesting character '​'.


Can't see it? That is the idea. It is a 'zero width space'. Why would you want this, you might ask. Well some websites (e.g. Twitter) are a little too aggressive at turning text into links, if they consist of alphanumeric characters and a single 'Full Stop' (. [Period 🇺🇸]). Thus they would turn 'libffmpeg.so' into a link that points to 'http://libffmpeg.so'. This can cause confusion, with some people trying to click on these 'links'. However place a 'zero width space' after the '.​' and it looks correct, without automatic 'linkification'.


ℹ This trick is not perfect. If you were to 'copy and paste' a file name tweaked with a 'zero width space', it would not match the real file name, since it contains an extra character. You need to be careful with this one, so as not to lead to other types of confusion.


​ 'ZERO WIDTH SPACE' (U+200B)
Ctrl+a, Ctrl+c in the 'text area' to get one in your clipboard

13:20


I think I might write up an article on useful Unicode Characters (including Emojis). Recently I have been using asterism (⁂) and Information Source characters (ℹ) in my writing [§ 2021-12-18 19:25] but there are plenty of others that are handy. In the older days of Twitter, when tweet length was particularly restrictive I made a lot of use of ellipses (…) and interrobangs (‽) (why use more characters than you need?). I also frequently use '¤' (denotes an unspecified currency). Norway has no 'Norwegian Kroner' symbol and typically people append 'kr' (one character longer) or 'NOK' (longer and possibly redundant when context has made it clear I am speaking about Norway).


Some others I tend to use include (in no particular order): bullet (•) (and white bullet [◦] for sublists), em dash (—) and various arrows (←↑→↓).


I also use 'down tack with circle below' as a kind of mini ASCII art for a unicycle, since no unicycle Emoji exists. Though since this is not its intended usage, and support is missing on many systems, I realise that is non-ideal from an accessibility standpoint. 😔


⁂ 'ASTERISM' (U+2042)
ℹ 'INFORMATION SOURCE' (U+2139)
… 'HORIZONTAL ELLIPSIS' (U+2026)
‽ 'INTERROBANG' (U+203D)
¤ 'CURRENCY SIGN' (U+00A4)
• 'BULLET' (U+2022)
◦ 'WHITE BULLET' (U+25E6)
— 'EM DASH' (U+2014)
← 'LEFTWARDS ARROW' (U+2190)
↑ 'UPWARDS ARROW' (U+2191)
→ 'RIGHTWARDS ARROW' (U+2192)
↓ 'DOWNWARDS ARROW' (U+2193)
'DOWN TACK WITH CIRCLE BELOW' (U+2AF1)

(Hmm… It seems I am halfway to a post already 🤔)


12:33


I just stumbled across a very interesting article on 'Web3', Blockchains, NFTs & DAOs. Very nicely written. I highly recommend it.


The Third Web - tante

2021-12-18


19:25


On second thought, I have decided that the Information Source unicode character 'ℹ' (U+2139) perhaps works even better (than square brackets '[ ]') for these additional notes.


A lowercase letter i, enclosed in a rounded square or circle. It is used in apps or websites to indicate the availability of help or further information.


ℹ - Information Source Emoji: U+2139 - Unicode Character Table
Unicode Character 'INFORMATION SOURCE' (U+2139)

15:04


I am still (almost constantly) editing old Gemlog entries. Most of it is related to formatting. Since Gemtext is quite restrictive, I really need to think about how best to present things.


Most recently I switched to using asterisms '⁂' as 'flourished section breaks' or 'dinkus' (similar to how one might use '

' in HTML).

Using ⁂ for section breaks (Wikipedia)

I also decided to make use of square brackets to present the additional, background notes in my article on uninstalling software.


Square brackets are often used to insert explanatory material […]


Uses of [] (Wikipedia)

Square brackets [ ] are used to enclose a section of writing or printing to separate it from the main text.


See section: 'How to use square brackets in writing?'

'make install', uninstall help

2021-12-17


22:48


I decided to expand on my previous short reply.


Re: Do You Ever Feel Stuck In A Loop?

16:12


I have to say, it is rare that I relate to a post so completely


Do You Ever Feel Stuck in a Loop?

What have I done for the past few weeks?

>

• Running.

• Working.

• Watching series and films on Netflix and Disney+.

• Procrastinating everything on my projects list, because the first and most important item is boring.


and later…


This shouldn't be a problem; after all no person's value is measured in achievement and no time is better spent than the one you enjoy. It does, however, produce a certain amount of anxiety to want things done but not wanting to do them. I feel stuck, running in circles and trying to escape reality by watching almost anything Netflix recommends to me.


Change a couple of these, like so:



	Unicycling.

	Working.

	Watching stuff Netflix or (uggh… I know) YouTube.

	Procrastinating everything on my projects list, because the first and most important item is boring.




and this could have been me.


09:56


I do still hope that more Gopher clients add support for extracting URLs from pure text documents to make navigation easier. Having played with this feature further in the VF-1 client, it is just as nice as I imagined.


Here are two that do that.


VF-1 (Github)
VF-1 (Download via Gopher)

GemiNaut (Gemini/Gopher [Windows] client–Homepage)
GemiNaut (As above, via Gemini)

2021-12-16


23:37


It is so annoying when you think you have a great idea, that should have been obvious to everyone, and then you realise it was obvious to everyone and YOU are the one who is slow on the uptake. 😳


I am stupid

2021-12-15


16:35


And now one more! It feels a lot easier to reach out to people in Gemspace than I would have expected.


Wirth's Law

13:19


I feel like I am slowly working out this (Gemini) community and have already had very pleasent exchanges with a bunch of people here, including:


Alex
ew0k
Callum
Luke
Lettuce

Nice to meet you all! 😃


08:46


And… both the kids are now at home again. "Working" will be interesting again. The school for the eldest shut because of outbreaks and the youngest we decided to keep home until we all get properly tested.


2021-12-14


17:42


Cool, finally comments on my gemlog! One step further to being a proper part of the Gemini community. 😃


Linkification in Gopher clients

14:30


I really have a thing for constantly edited and re-editing my *log entries. I have always been like this. I should really learn to either control myself or actually wait until I am done until I publish!


12:59


I wrote up a few quick thoughts about handling links in raw text files on Gopher.


Linkification in Gopher clients

10:52


Ok, I just discovered this and I have to say, it is very awesome!


https://cyberspace.baby/amfora/

10:43


Two things happened recently that depressed me somewhat



	It got warmer. It is now around 2-3°C

	Because of increasing Covid19 rates, working from the office is now actively discouraged again.




The end result of both of these is that I am not doing a unicycle commute through the snow. 😞


Thoughts on unicycling in the snow

Last year I started to do a "commute replacement" when it was primarily home office because commuting is one of the highlights of my day. So I would cycle off towards to woods for 5km or so and then circle back and arrive "at work" (home). Maybe it is time to starting bringing this practice back. Indeed, since they are a bit colder, there might even be some snow left in the woods. 🤔


2021-12-13


18:25


Looks like there will be further locking down here in Oslo as the case load is going up rapidly. Press conference in 1½ hours. Will it ever end!? 😞


2021-12-10


11:02


I just checked Google Maps. It claims the following times for travel from my place to the remote post office (these are one-way times):



	Bike: 23m

	Walk: 1hr, 4m

	Collective transport: 28m

	Car: 9m




(I unicycled and it took me 50m round trip. Not bad considering all the snow)


10:20


Until recently it was 200m (656′) from the front entrance of my apartment to the local "post office". Not a full post office but a mini one in a supermarket, opposite where I live. Any package that was too big for our post box, would end up there. It was quite convenient.


A couple of months back this mini post office shut down. From this point on new parcels were delivered to another mini post office that is 1.5km (0.9mi) away. Not too bad but it is up a steep hill, and it is also a non-obvious (to me) choice because there is actually another mini post office that is only 480m (1575′) away. Why had they assigned our new post office further away, when there is one so much closer?


Even more strange, once (just once) we did get post delivered to the nearer mini post office. At the time I thought, "Oh good they have corrected it. From now on we will not need to walk so far". Then, the next parcel received went to the one farther away again… 🤔


Yesterday notification of a new parcel arrived. The note informed us that it was sent to yet another post office. This time, 4.9km (3mi) away. WTF is going on?



2021-12-08


11:12


I took an extended route into the office this morning so that I could pick up a couple of presents for my youngest for Christmas, from the gift shop at the Oslo Technical Museum.


It was pretty empty there. There were some new Corona regulations announced last night and it is cold and snowy out. My unicycle looked a little lonely in the bike racks. Poor little guy! 😜


Unicycle parked in the snow

I also took the opperatunity to stop at a local coffee and donut shop, to pick up some 'healthy' breakfast for me. 😉


Donuts and coffee
My route on Strava

2021-12-07


19:00


Strava is having issues with their APIs and uploading activities. I hope this resolves soon. I am irrationally impatient 😉


Strava Status page

13:00


I really would like a "TallBike" but given that my wife already fears for my death on the Penny Farthing, plus I have no build skills and paying someone to build a custom one for me would cost the earth, I guess that is not happening anytime soon. 😉


Tall Bike (Wikipedia)
Wolfgang Seibel's 9ft Tallbike (Strava)
Wolfgang Seibel (Strava)
Penny-farthing

11:30


I once wrote a script that automated extracting a Widevine binary out of a ChromeOS ARM image. This is handy for people using Vivaldi (or other Chromium based browser) on 32bit ARM Linux, as there is no other valid source for this file, which is used to handle DRM on sites like Netflix.


Script to extract Widevine from ChromeOS

In that script I do a couple of things in a quirky "me" kind of a way. Nothing so obvious as using backtick subshells but still things I suspect others would do things differently. Anyway one day I bought a Pinebook Pro (a small, cheap ARM notebook) and on the copy of Linux that came with it (I cannot recall the distro) was Chromium. Interestingly this Chromium worked with Netflix. Curious I looked around and found a script, that not only used the same trick as me (getting a Widevine binary from a ChromeOS image) but it even had several of my quirks. It was not an exact copy of my script, but clearly they had seen mine and "borrowed" the heart of it.


I never actually specificed a license for the script above but it is simple enough and I am pro open source, so it is fine. Nonetheless it might have been nice if they pinged me first or at least gave me some credit.


11:09


Following on from yesterday about how I like to do wierd things in shell scripts, because… well… just because. I suddendly remembered Gemlog post on uninstalling software compiled from source.


Under the 'Alternate versions' section you will find a version of my tracking script using backticks `` for subshell variables.


 shell script
#!/bin/sh -eu
m=`expr \`expr \\\`date +%s\\\` - \\\`stat -c%Y "$1"\\\`\` / 60`
find /etc /opt /usr -mmin +`expr $m - ${2:-1} | sed 's/-.*/0/'` -mmin -`expr $m + 1 + ${2:-1}` ! -type d



Almost nobody does stuff this way anymore because escaping nested subshells is such a pain and all modern bourne shells are perfectly happy with the easier to work with "$()" convention. But I still like to do stuff like this though for fun.


Software Uninstall (Gemlog)

10:20


Ok, I have decided to try keeping a basic journal (i.e. this page you are looking at) on Gemini to try posting some of the stuff I usually have on twitter and see how that feels for me. To give myself a little pre-content I copied over a handful of my tweets from yesterday (below). So I suppose this is the first "real entry". 😉


Time will tell if I keep this up.


2021-12-06


14:19


I do like doing weird shit in scripts actually. I have this snippet in of mine to check if `strings -o` is outputting in Octal or Decimal


 bash
[ "$(printf 'popular\novel' | strings -o | sed -n '/v/s/ *\([0-9][0-9]*\) .*/\1/p')" -eq 10 ]



If it is true, then it is Octal.


Indeed that is actually the problem with `strings -o` and the reason for checking it if you are relying on its output. On some systems you get a result in Octal and other times Decimal (`-t` is not always present). As an example, GNU strings returns offsets in Octal, while BSD returns them in Decimal. I actually don't remember right now what BusyBox does.


Could I test in a better, clearer way?… Yes


Would it be as fun?… Probably not 😜


14:09


Excuse me while I delete the contents of this file, while leaving the (now empty) file in place


 bash
$ >somefile



(…actually… that is pretty handy… and also shorter than `touch somefile` to make a brand new zero byte file… 🤔)


At a previous job, during the interview I was asked how to quickly/easily do various things on the terminal to test my basic *nix knowledge. One of those questions was about creating a new, empty file and I suggested using touch for this. Now I wish I had said that… much neater.


13:54


From now on I will write all my shell examples in the most unexpected (but valid) way possible, just to screw with people. I was already often doing this with tar commands but now I shall take it up a notch.


Let's just check the approx size of the most recent text file:


 bash
$ ls -hr *.txt -lt



13:46


Once I realised that was valid, it then occured to me that you can even do this:


 bash
$ outputfile someprogram



It is just… wrong 🤪


13:37


Ok, I have used *nix for a while but I must admit TIL that this is possible:


 bash
$ 

I have always done it:


 bash
$ someprogram 

The top one just looks so weird to me 🤯


P.S. Ha… I started writting this at 13:37!


⁂


Contact
🔝 Capsule index



gemini://ruario.flounder.online/journal.gmi


2021-12-24

Re: GTD bad paths

tags: mind

Over at idiomdrottning.org Sandra describes three dead ends for the Getting Things Done work flow:


Bad path number one: writing down everything but not processing it properly.

Bad path number two: writing down and processing everything but not actually doing the stuff.

Bad path number three: having lots and lots of well-organized lists, doing the stuff, and getting stressed and exhausted.

gemini://idiomdrottning.org/gtd-bad-paths
local copy

I would like to add: This is NOT genuine to GTD, but any procedure aimed at helping one out of the mess. I personally use parts of Zen to Done by Leo Babauta. But I'm not good at it.


Why does it not help me as much as I wished for?



	First of all, there is my unbelievable lazyness. :)

	Then there is this little voice in my head, which will argue, that going through the daily or weekly routine is just a waste of time.

	And then there is my world class ability to just ignore any TODO list of any size for any length of time.




Now should I just live a free life by ignoring all the procedures? Well, it's more complicated than that, of course.


Work


For once I hate ticket systems, no matter which one. They never show the real state of affairs to some credible detail. Plus often someone walks up to my desk with a problem. Many times I just walk off elsewhere to look at something. And of course I do not clock out of a ticket first or something such. Especially if assembly is involved, I drop everything else immediately. "Event triggered" work this is called, iirc. And it is inherently hard to deal with[a].


I do collect notes, todos and other items with emacs/org-capture into an inqueue file. That helps. I tend to create quite some duplicates, but better deleting a duplicate than forgetting something alltogether. Once per week, I write up a report of what I did, and what the results, advances and/or open questions are; what to do next on a given item; what to wait for, if applicable; links to tickets and documentation involved. This is the time, when I look at the inqueue file and move those items into a todo_list. That list is structured by areas of responsibility and projects (with a proper project number :). Items have to go into their respective place in this list. This is when to delete duplicates.


You guessed it: this todo_list is much too long to stand even looking at it. So I deliberately excluded TODO items from my Agenda View. Only if I advance an item to the NEXT state, it will show up. This makes for a short list, which is somewhat helpful. However, it is still too long to ever get everything done on it. So I have to reset items (or parts of them) to the (invisible) TODO state. I think, that is part of the "noping out" Sandra describes.


More importantly imho: If I work on project X12 at the moment, I consult the X12 section in the todo_list, to see, what else is there. My mind is entangled into this project already, so working on a few more items in the same area is not as demanding as starting from scratch. And I believe, this is what ultimately enables me to stay on top of the wave on my desk.


Back to the weekly report: I consult my inqueue, lists, calendar, email, and write the report into may daily journal. This clears my mind and enables me to report the state of affairs in the weekly team meeting. I send this report to my manager and the involved project managers. I do have a role, which supplies several projects, so there is more than one involved project manager. And they actually appreciate the report.


Which means: I'm not completely unorganized:



	On the commute I often select something as being the most important item of the day from my memory.

	I do stick to a weekly routine going over the state of my stuff. And this helps a lot. And no, it is not a waste of time at all! So the little voice is wrong here.

	Tickets and TODO items tend to be too large, they often host a small collection of related things. This is bad, because tickets are open for too long. This is where the little voice wins more often --- I'm not saying the voice is right, though :)

	I also have a monthly routine to check a number of things, but that does not involve processing the todo_list.





Home


I am keeping work files and private files completely separate.


For a long time I could pretty much rely on my mind to come up with the right puzzle pieces at the right time. I rarely forgot important TODO items or appointments. But this has changed noticably over time and I have to note appointments on the paper calendar in the kitchen. That way my wife tends to remind me. Which is very nice of her, but maybe not as good as not needing her reminder.


I use the same tools as listed above: inqueue, structured todo_list, daily journal. Additionally I use org-habits a lot more. Habits show up in my Agenda view as a reminder for desirable daily actions and more important weekly actions. I do follow a weekly routine to check, what I did, what communication occured, what was accomplished. So at least I can see regularly, that I did something after all. And no, housework and cleaning does not show up in TODO lists, garden work maybe does.


The amount of items in my todo_list at home is simply overwhelming. There are so many interesting things I would like to try out. There are so many things to fix or advance in my little projects. Even though I do not waste time watching TV or so called social media, I do know and accept the fact that the list is too long for the remainder of my life. I also use it as sort of a surprise box to peek into and pull something interesting or shiny out, whenever I like. That means most of my projects drag on for many months. This does bother me sometimes.


However, within the last three years, my health has declined noticably. It is still unclear, what exactly is going on. But I'm not optimistic about fundamental changes for the better. This makes me a lot slower, physically and mentally as well. It is fairly obvious that I have to let go of a substantial number of ideas and plans and voluntary duties. I ditched some, but not anywhere near enough.




So, I hope for a few advances in my little projects, and a few nice surprises. New Year is coming up, so new hope may grow.


Cheers,

~ew



---


[a] And no, I'm not sending away the folks, who are actually creating the thing, that will be paid for by the customer, thus enabling my salary. Development is important, but not any more than all the others involved in this long chain of events leading to a working and paid for machine at customers site.


Home
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Outer and Inner Bustle

Topics: family, age, adaption

2021-12-24


I'm in Ruidoso with my parents once again, at the Inn of the Mountain Gods. I've perused the area for a while and haven't seen a sign of any actual Gods. However, they may be in a form that is not obvious to me. For example, they may be some of the duck-like creatures floating on the lake, waiting to smite anyone who gives them a passing, peculiar glance. I say so because I've heard that Gods are arbitrarily wrathful. Or, they may be one of the multitudinous microbes that infest the mouth of a screaming infant in one of the rooms of the Inn. Perhaps microbes can also be wrathful and smite the owners of said infant, or even the infant itself. Call me a ruffian, but at the least I'm honest in saying that I'm no fan of infants. I understand their purpose, of course, but it tries my tolerance to be around them. Ah well.


Speaking (or typing, or musing, or blathering in either spoken or typewritten form) of microbes, lots of people seem to be discussing them these days. The vast majority of these blatherers have acquired the information they blather about not from any sort of rigid and systematic study, but from hearsay or aggregators. That's all I have to say (or type, or muse or blather in either spoken or typewritten form) about the subject.


I began this blog entry by stating that I am in Ruidoso with my parents once again. This is a fact. Or it is a fact in this specific infinity of quantum universes. The purpose of the entry is to discuss my parents and their relation, as I see it, to the modern world. So I'll get with it.


In many respects, I think they are lost. I think of the stereotype that states that one begins a regression towards infancy as old age progresses. I think this stereotype applies to an extent. However, I've observed that the actual point of regression oscillates wildly between the 1950s and 1980s.


My father was born in 1938 and my mother in 1942, putting them in their teens in the 1950s. Stereotypically (again), many people return to this epoch of their life, airbrushing it into the so-called *golden years*. My father is one of these many people. In the 80s, my brother and I were youth and did the bidding of my parents, travelled with them and were basically under their (far too controlling, in my opinion) eye. Up to this decade, they were able to adapt to the changing landscape of the world. They did not have difficulties moving from village to city and back again, and though they preferred the tranquil and gossipy life of the former, the latter did not rattle them as it does now.


Now I cannot imagine either of them coping in a place like Austin, or even Lubbock. Though it's true that Austin was somewhat smaller in the 80s, the main issue I sense is an intolerance from age. As time passed, they gradually lost their adaptability. I watch them struggle with interaction even with the waitress at the restaurant here at the Inn. One could also claim *generation gap* (in their case, multiple generations), but I don't think *generation gap* is the base reason. My father seems to interact with the people around him as if they understand the mannerisms of a bygone epoch. Yeah - the 1950s.


They, themselves - especially my mother - are not blind to this drift to the past. During a *ride around town* (meaning a ride along the twisty roads consisting of the scattered outskirts, among farms and mini-ranches), she lamented that my father was somewhat trapped in a sentimental bog form from an idealised (my word) adolescence. In fact, one of the main reasons they moved from Fort Stockton to Seminole was because he grew up here. He was convinced that he'd start seeing his old friends again, even reconnect with high school ex-girlfriends. Of course, sixty years on, those people, and yes, some still lived in Seminole, had created vastly different lives. I've never talked directly to my father about it, but I can imagine he was bitterly disappointed.


I imagine that it's not uncommon to want to migrate from the *speed* of city life to a place with a more comfortable pace as one ages. Or, at least I can imagine it for some types of personalities. However, for my parents, it is extreme. Anything out of the realm of small town bustle is much too fast for them. In contrast, their patience has decreased exponentially. (Not that my father was EVER patient.) Again, I'll go with the restaurant example. Big city restaurants (let's pretend that Ruidoso is a big city for a moment) make one WAIT for service. To me, this is natural. To them, and especially after Covid lockdowns making restaurant visits even in Seminole more infrequent, service should be provided immediately after they sit down. The food should come a few minutes later. After all, they are the only ones in the restaurant, right?


This is not an exaggeration. Especially for my father, any sort of waiting is intolerable. This phenomenon of *getting to the next thing as quickly as possible* makes little sense to me. I've seen him savour *the moment* when playing a game (cribbage?), for example, or sitting in front of a slot machine (but only whilst winning), but this feature of his personality doesn't extend past those and a few other activities. Everything else is *rush to get on with the next timeslotted item*. The paradox is grotesque. Retire from a bustle to begin a new type of bustle to get to where? Death?


No thanks, vole.



tzifur (Martenblog home)
jenju (Thurk.Org home)

@flavigula@sonomu.club

CC BY-NC-SA 4.0
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Firepit 🔥

There was an announcement a little while ago about a Gemini video service. I sumbitted a video, but the service has gone. But since I had to host the video myself, you can still watch it.


Firepit video (1.34MB, 10.9s)

It's quite pleasant to watch on a loop, if you don't mind the small glitch between the end and the start.


back to gemlog
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New features for AV-98-offline


I’m back for three days in a cabin with the family and no network at all. A good opportunity to test my offline setup. And, yes, I’m damn pleased by AV-98-offline. It works exactly like I want it to do.


Fun new features


As the whole offline browsing experience starts to be really good, I added a couple of "fun" features that are really useful.


First, if you have "xsel" installed, you only need to type "go" to access an URL in your clipboard. Both X clipboard and permanent clipboard are supported. If both contain an URL, AV-98 will ask you which one you want to visit.


Secondly, inspired by Lagrange, AV-98 now displays a "smart title" in red at the start of everypage. It’s really useful while on a tour to know where you are. It adds a form of "personality" to a capsule. If offline, the last accessed time for that page is also displayed. It looks like a minor feature but it really does improve my Gemini experience.


Changing terminal


I’m currently reading a book recommended by a reader of this gemlog : "From Bash to Z Shell". It’s exactly what I needed to really start understand what I’m doing with the shell. I’m really grateful, thanks for the recommendation, mate!


I discovered that some Gemlogs were crashing not only my shell but also my whole terminal. It seems that displaying some emojis in st-terminal without the proper font package installed makes the whole thing crash. I switched from st/bash to kitty/zsh. Still a lot to learn but it’s fun.


Crashing forges


AV-98-offline was originally pushed to the notabug.org forge. As it was unavailable for a couple of days, I pushed to tildegit, home of AV-98. Tildegit is unavailable right now so the latest changes are on notabug. I will probably take a paying account on sr.ht and publish a real version of my fork with a clear new name to not confuse users. I’m curious about sr.ht and how to use it more by email and less by web.


AV-98-offline on Notabug
AV-98-offline on Tildegit
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Re: Sustainable creativity in a world without copyright


Sustainable creativity post Copyright

Ah! A nice topic I've been researching and thinking about this year, a lot...

I'll leave a few comments for a very long discussion that usually sparks.

Warning: Long text ahead. I'm sharing a personal interpretation of reality with the hope that I'll help someone, perhaps myself too.


Context

I worked 4 years for a huge international corporation, the most important in its area. Then I left everything and started an indie life working on software and videogames, most recently on board games (the big dream). Currently, I'm the co-founder of a few laboratories and indie game studios in Latin America and USA.

We are researching different systems like the traditional corporations, collectives, cooperatives, non-profits and such. Not an expert but at less, I have a few miles following different paths.


I'm not a visual artist or a sales guy. I have to hire artists and delegate sales to some other organizations. I'm more a manager and a code person.

Also, I'm a visitor professor in videogame universities. And a nosy person trying to understand the world.


On capitalism

Ah! The forbidden word. I've seen and heard this word many times this year. Perhaps the reason for each evil in the world.


When we oversimplify we only see the symptoms, not the reasons and why it's gonna be difficult to pass to the next stage of humanity. And that's a very long conversation when we feel so little power to change the way a whole planet is living. Yes, it's the 'best system' we have, and it's full of flaws.


That being said I think there are required alternatives. I've discussed a lot of perspectives on how to have a better life for ourselves, our families, our groups, our cities, communities, countries, and at the end to a connected world.

We could talk for hours about what is and is not capitalism. That would influence the remaining text. It includes definitions like alienation, royalties, ownership, labour, valuable activities, talking about handicaps, purpose, means and meanings, supply and demand, markets and so many interesting things I only know in my way, so I'll leave the research on that to each person.


On copyright

Usually, we (our indie group) don't register our works under the copyright system. We release it to the public and at the moment it covers the expenses, then we register the work to have some protection over bad people stealing our "intellectual property". Never someone has done that, I have to say, we are small I think.


It has been hard for us to open source projects or publish them as Creative Commons since we don't fork from another project and we create most of the initial work from scratch. And many other reasons. I'll discuss it a little bit more later.


On sustainable life

That has been by pain in the latest 6 years. Living as a creative collective, covering the expenses and having a decent lifestyle. We are not that greedy corporation exploiting and squeezing people in need, although I've seen friends exchanging their best years for a decent life for their children. I've also seen people with enough 'privilege' to reject bad conditions and live above their means. Many different cases on how to sustain their creativity.


I'll leave my two most important references on sustainability and life success:

Minimum Sustainable Success
Redefining Success

I'm trying to live those terms, but in fact, has been difficult, to say the least.


About being an owner

Ownership is another long conversation, required to understand Copyright, Copyleft, legal systems, and rights themselves.


Usually, our team members say "I prefer the safety of an employment and a wage that the risk of being an owner (as a creative, freelancer or shareholder)"

Very often they don't think they deserve to share the belonging of a collective product. The benefits of it. What I have seen is a need to own something, but in a personal way, not involving other roles. For example when someone wants to sell 'their child/product' to pay the expenses.

I know, it's a consequence of the system we live in, and also some traits of our biased brain. How do we break it?


Most of the artists and programmers I've talked to have a bad relationship with resources, money, production means, intellectual property, systems. Not understanding the world we live in and how to hack it. Dreaming than in the future everything is going to work better (Spoiler: Is not)


Most of the people I've talked to are used to playing the game. Perhaps complaining if the rules are not in their favour, but not doing anything to make it work. And I know, for some people is unfair, they simply can't do anything else, and it depends on someone else to fix it. Who's gonna do that?


On Subsidy and Subdization

Something we see in class is the History of art, and how and why the art is created. There are many reasons, being a Hobbie, being a call, or only a job to pay for a lifestyle.


A question I ask my students.

Where does the money to pay the artists come from?

Usually, they don't know and they don't care.

It can come from previous sales, from a rich family, from crime, from a subsidy from the government (like many indie movies do). From the pockets of some 'entrepreneurs' willing to create some profit. From a group of artists willing to live the dream. From the free time during school.

What I've learned in recent years is that most of the ways are valid and personal, only when you are getting closer to a decent lifestyle. And that's the catch... What's a decent lifestyle?


Is this variety of sources that make the analysis hard. Is it unfair that I cannot live doing what I love? Why do I have to monetize my hobby? Why does the art need to be valuable for an audience and not only for me?


On Ikigai

A few months ago I discussed with a friend about the meaning of "Life purpose".


The conclusion is that very often our hobbies and our professions are related, but hardly can't be the same.

It's a misinterpretation from Western society:

Ikigai Misunderstood and the Origin of the Ikigai Venn Diagram

And it connects with what we were discussing. The purpose of life is not to make money, it's a mean for a bigger life. We need to eat, we "need to buy" our free time, we need resources to beat the system. How many resources before becoming greedy? That's the interesting part.


Conclusions

It's easy to analyze, to talk, to write, to complain. We have the ideas, the actions are missing.

The old saying is:

“Think like a man of action, act like a man of thought…”

I'll leave the questions I always make among friends (and I know I shouldn't do it, sorry, I can't help it).


What's next? What are we going to do to fix what we don't like? How are we going to approach the present and the future?


I'll leave the actions to you, the dear reader...


EOT

---

Send me your feedback to

@eaplmx on Mastodon
@eaplmx on Twitter

or

text.eapl.mx.mebiu [at] slmail.me
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Conspiracy Theories

2021-12-23


I've really been enjoying learning about all kinds of conspiracy theories lately. Not in a tin foil hat sort of way, but more in a deep lore sort of way if that makes sense. It's fun to just think "what if".


These are some quick notes on ones I find interesting (but not necessarily true). I'm not going to spend too much time trying to debunk each one because I find that ruins some of the fun. Later on I may make another list or two with more obscure theories, or even make a dedicated post going in depth with any theories that deserve it.


Dead Internet Theory


There's not much to explain here but the main idea is that a majority of the internet activity you see is driven by bots.


This one I think is to some extent one of the more believable ones on the list. One recent report I found estimates that bots are responsible for around 40% of all web traffic. Then you also look at how heavily botted and manipulated platforms like Reddit are and suddenly the dead internet theory might not be that far-fetched.


Related

https://www.imperva.com/blog/bad-bot-report-2021-the-pandemic-of-the-internet/

The Titanic Didn't Sink


There was a ship that sank in April 1912, but it wasn't the Titanic. This theory claims the Titanic was swapped with its sister ship, the Olympic, and that ship is the one that sank as part of an insurance scam.


One of the draws of this one I think is that it threatens to change everything you know about a major event that happened over 100 years ago, and it does so by basically just saying "yeah businesspeople can be pretty corrupt sometimes".


Most of the evidence in support of this theory refers to rumors and eyewitness accounts from the ship's sinking, as well as a few minor physical similarities between the Titanic and Olympic that were present for the maiden voyage but not while in the dry dock. One example is an eyewitness account that claimed the Titanic was listing to port on its voyage -- something that the Olympic was known to do after taking on damage in a previous voyage.


Of course there's also plenty of evidence that goes against this theory as well. But still you have to wonder...


More info

https://theunredacted.com/titanic-conspiracy-the-ship-that-never-sank/

Hollow Earth


Forget flat earth -- how about a whole extra world underneath the one we inhabit?


I could make a whole post about this one if I wanted so I won't go too in depth here. The main idea is there's an unseen world with its own creatures and ecosystem hiding beneath ours. Several secret entrances are theorized to exist in various places such as Antarctica. Some people know about the existence of these entrances and have carried out successful expeditions. If you've seen that King Kong and Godzilla movie it's basically that.


Simulation Theory


We're living in The Matrix. One of the things I love about this theory is that if it did somehow turn out to be true, would we be able to find ways to exploit it? Find glitches? Cheat codes?


Mandela Effect


One of the more well known theories. You know how a lot people sometimes misremember major events in the same way as one another? Yeah, turns out that's a side-effect of two nearly identical but slightly different multiverses merging together. Some people retain their memories from the first multiverse, and others from the second.


My favorite conspiracy theories are ones that get at the nature of the world/universe itself and multiverses are too much fun to think about.


- moddedBear


Home
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Sustainable creativity in a world without copyright


I don’t believe in copyright. I argue that we need to get rid of copyright, or at least dramatically reform it. The public domain has been stolen from us, and I want it back. Everyone reading this post has grown up in a creative world defined by capitalism, in which adapting and remixing works — a fundamental part of the creative process — is illegal. The commons is dead, and we suffer for it. But, this is all we’ve ever known. It can be difficult to imagine a world without copyright.


When I present my arguments on the subject, the most frequent argument I hear in response is something like the following: “artists have to eat, too”. The answer to this argument is so mind-bogglingly obvious that, in the absence of understanding, it starkly illuminates just how successful capitalism has been in corrupting a broad human understanding of empathy. So, I will spell the answer out: why do we have a system which will, for any reason, deny someone access to food? How unbelievably cruel is a system which will let someone starve because they cannot be productive within the terms of capitalism?


My argument is built on the more fundamental understanding that the access to fundamental human rights such as food, shelter, security, and healthcare are not contingent on their ability to be productive under the terms of capitalism. And I emphasize the “terms of capitalism” here deliberately: how much creativity is stifled because it cannot be expressed profitably? The system is not just cruel, but it also limits the potential of human expression, which is literally the only thing that creative endeavours are concerned with.


The fact that the “starving artist” is such a common trope suggests to us that artists aren’t putting food on the table under the copyright regime, either. Like in many industries under capitalism, artists are often not the owners of the products of their labor. Copyright protects the rights holder, not the author. The obscene copyright rules in the United States, for example, are not doing much benefit for the artist when the term ends 70 years after their death. Modern copyright law was bought, paid for, and written by corporate copyright owners, not artists. What use is the public domain to anyone when something published today cannot be legally remixed by even our great-great-grandchildren?


Assume that we address both of these problems: we create an empathetic system which never denies a human being of their fundamental right to live, and we eliminate copyright. Creativity will thrive under these conditions. How?


Artists are free to spend their time at their discretion under the new copyright-free regime. They can devote themselves to their work without concern for whether or not it will sell, opening up richer and more experimental forms of expression. Their peers will be working on similar terms, freeing them to more frequent collaborations of greater depth. They will build upon each other’s work to create a rich commons of works and derivative works.


There’s no escaping the fact that derivation and remixing is a fundamental part of the creative process, and that copyright interferes with this process. Every artist remixes the works of other artists: this is how art is made. Under the current copyright regime, this practice ranges from grey-area to illegal, and because money makes right, rich and powerful artists aggressively defend their work, extracting rent from derivative works, while shamelessly ripping off works from less powerful artists who cannot afford to fight them in court. Eliminating copyright rids us of this mess and acknowledges that remixing is part of the creative process, freeing artists to build on each other’s work.


This is not a scenario in which artists stop making money, or in which the world grinds to a halt because no one is incentivized to work anymore. The right to have your fundamental needs met does not imply that we must provide everyone with a luxurious lifestyle. If you want a nicer house, more expensive food, to go out to restaurants and buy fancy clothes — you need to work for it. If you want to commercialize your art, you can sell CDs and books, prints or originals, tickets to performances, and so on. You can seek donations from your audience through crowdfunding platforms, court wealthy patrons of the arts, or take on professional work making artistic works like buildings and art installations for public and private sector. You could even get a side job flipping burgers or take on odd jobs to cover the costs of materials like paint or musical instruments — but not your dinner or apartment. The money you earn stretches longer, not being eaten away by health insurance or rent or electricity bills. You invest your earnings into your art, not into your livelihood.


Copyright is an absurd system. Ideas do not have intrinsic value. Labor has value, and goods have value. Ideas are not scarce. By making them artificially so, we sabotage the very process by which ideas are made. Copyright is illegitimate, and we can, and ought to, get rid of it.


--


Aside: I came across a couple of videos recently that I thought were pretty interesting and relevant to this topic. Check them out:


Everything is a Remix Part 1 (2021), by Kirby Ferguson
The Art Market is a Scam (And Rich People Run It)

An ASCII art rocket
\ \_____
###[==_____>
/_/



“Sustainable creativity in a world without copyright” was published on December 23, 2021.


Back to the home page
View “Sustainable creativity in a world without copyright” on the WWW

The content for this site is CC-BY-SA. The code for this site is MIT.
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Modern Wonders 5: Internet Relay Chat

tags: wonders

update: bip is the irc proxy, bup is a backup program. Corrected


These days I followed the call of m15o (of midnight.pub fame) to actually try IRC (internet relay chat) again.

Rekindling IRC

I had used IRC before, and I found my notes about installing and configuring bip, the irc proxy, which keeps a zombie of me always connected, stores the conversation while I'm offline, and presents the backlog when I reconnect.


So I hang out in this channel dedicated to the patrons of

gemini://midnight.pub
and have a very nice chat with a hand full of identities, apparently distributed over half of the planet. This got me thinking.


Did you ever wonder, how the characters, you or I type in at my computer monitor miraculously show up at the screen of said handfull identities computer screens? In an instant? And by the way, did you ever wonder how the characters you type in on your keyboard actuall show up at the screen to begin with[a]? It's magic! I'm not going to retrace the path in detail. Of the top of my head:


	client (emacs/erc) sends the typed string to bip (proxy on another machine in the house)

	bip sends the string on to some server which responds to irc.libera.chat

	that server sends it on to all interested parties, read connected irc clients or proxies

	the receiving client displays the received string onto it's screen area.




And I left out all the nitty gritty details of program requesting a resource via the kernel and being granted access; other program wrapping the string into a nice ethernet package; some small thing puts ethernet package onto ethernet cable; up the hardware/software stack again on the receiving end; same way down, or other way down through another interface to the old telephone copper cable, which is now (ab)used as a high frequency signal carrier of sorts --- we are still only a few hundred meters away from my home --- and with some clever hardware moving this little piece of information through a fairly big number of involved pieces of hardware, until it show up on the internet connection of m15o, for example. Breathtaking!


So, I kindly suggest that you wonder for a minute, how all these items conspire together, to make my message show up remotely:



 m15o: Thanks for setting all this midnighty stuff
up! It sure brightens my day!                     [17:35]




Any sufficiently advanced technology is indistinguishable from magic!

Arthur C. Clarke

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clarke%27s_three_laws


Cheers,

~ew



[a] I once read a lengthy post about the path from the keyboard via events and Xorg and fonts server and a phletora of more magic involved, until a glyph representing your key stroke/s is drawn on the screen. But very unfortunately I don't find it any more. Most probably seen via planet.debian.org.


End of Blue Ribbon

Home
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Hacking a Nintendo 2DS/3DS


Why?


First and foremost, just because it can be done, and it's fun to tinker with hardware and software. In this case you can take what is a high quality handheld from Nintendo, and expand it's capabilities to play all of those retro games from the past, right in the palm of your hand. The quality of an OEM handheld is almost always better than a Chinese one, but they are getting much better nowadays.


Which 2DS/3DS to choose?


Nintendo released the 2DS/3DS over a 10 year period from 2011 to 2020, so there a lot of models to choose from. Selecting the right one will make sure you get the most for your money. You need to be picky because the only option to buy one today is the second hand market. The prices can be down right stupid, especially on auction sites.


Below lists the main models produced. Avoid anything not in the "New" model series (i.e the top three), as Nintendo upgraded the hardware including the CPU for the "New" series. These models are much better all round, but especially for emulation. In the "New" series the XL (LL in Japan) model is the best to get, as you get more screen real estate.



	Nintendo 3DS - avoid!

	Nintendo 3DS XL/LL - avoid!

	Nintendo 2DS - avoid!


	New Nintendo 3DS - maybe

	New Nintendo 3DS XL/LL - buy!

	New Nintendo 2DS XL/LL - buy, buy, buy!




Full list of Nintendo 2DS/3DS models & colours

Hacking


Hacking a 2DS/3DS thankfully is quite easy, due to the large community support, and the fact that Nintendo has moved on to the Switch series, so no longer provides updates. Below is a list of guides, videos, and how to videos you can use to get the most out of your 2DS/3DS.


I hacked a New Nintendo 3DS XL when I wrote this post, and I followed the "3DS Hacks Guide". This is the definitive guide to use.


3DS Hacks Guide - the definitive guide on hacking a 2DS/3DS
YouTube video guide
sthetix YouTube Channel - recommended YouTube channel for how to information

I'm not going to go though all of the steps in the guides above but just highlight points where I spent more time, or it wasn't 100% clear for me. Please just follow the 3DS Hacks Guide, it's awesome!


RTFM


Getting started


Don't forget to check if the device is hacked already. You bought it second hand, so someone might have done it already. You can check it by shutting down the device and then holding the "select" button when you power it on again. If you see the regular 3DS menu it's not hacked. If you come to a configuration menu it's hacked.


SD Card set up


If you plan to have a lot of content on your SD card you will need a new one. I used a Sandisk 64GB SDXC card. You will need to format it to FAT32. On Windows I recommend "GUI Format", but it does have a quirk, see below.


GUI Format

GUI Format quirk


Sometimes you'll get an error that says "failed to open device". Don't panic if you do, Windows Explorer is just being a pain. Follow these steps to get around it:



	Make sure guiformat is running

	Open "Task Manager" by pressing Ctrl-Shift-Esc

	Right click on "Windows Explorer" under "Apps" and select "End Task" (Your taskbar will disappear, that's normal)

	Now press "Format" in guiformat to format the SD card

	You should now have a FAT32 formatted SD Card

	To get Windows Explorer running again, from "Task Manager" select the menu item "File->Run new Task"

	Enter "explorer" in the dialog show and press "OK"

	You should now have Windows Explorer back up and running




Getting Pokémon Picross


This wasn't as smooth as shown in the guides.


Pokémon Picross requires registration with a Nintendo Network ID. Just follow the prompts and set that up. Be sure to use a separate account from your main account, if you have one, as you cannot share Nintendo Network ID's across devices, and you're hacking this device remember 😉


Everything else


At this point I followed everything in the 3DS guide and successfully made it to the end. Don't forget to back up all the files recommended in case something goes wrong in the future.


I'm hacked, now what?


Once your device is hacked it will now support the installation of "cia" files. These are backups 3DS games repackaged so they can be installed directly onto the SD card. A great way to stop carrying around all of your 3DS carts.


You can install cia files by first loading them into the "cias" directory on your SD card, and then using FBI (which was installed during the hacking process) to install them. FBI also has the option to scan QR codes online, and install software directly.


FBI, open source title manager for the 3DS.

The Universal Updater is an app that was installed during the hacking process. It allows you to easily browse homebrew software. Homebrew contains lots of fun software from original titles to emulators, you can install and play with.


Universal-Updater, for the 3DS

RetroArch is another great app to start with.


"RetroArch is a frontend for emulators, game engines and media players. It enables you to run classic games on a wide range of computers and consoles through its slick graphical interface. Settings are also unified so configuration is done once and for all."


It can be installed through the Universal Updater.


RetroArch

I personally always install the Atari800, C64, and mGBA emulators first. You'll have to make backups of your original games to play them of course.


You can install the Atari800 and mGBA emulator from the Universal Updater, and you can find the link to the C64 emulator below. Install it via FBI with the QR code.


mGBA Emulator (Game Boy/Color/Advance Emulator)
Atari800 emulator
Vice3DS (C64 Emulator)

Otherwise, explore the community and enjoy!


Transferring data to a 2DS/3DS


Fastest and easiest is to shutdown the device, pull out the SD card and stick it into a computer. This is great on the 2DS where the SD card is easily accessible, but on the 3DS it's behind a cover with screws 😞


On a 3DS if you don't want to take the screws out you'll need to run a FTP server, then connect to it from your PC and transfer that way. FTPD is the recommended server, which you can install via the Universal Updater.


FTP Server for 3DS/Switch/Linux

Switching regions


Lastly if you have purchased your 2DS/3DS in a different region than your own you may want to switch it to your local region. This is one way to get a 2DS/3DS at a slightly cheaper price or find a special edition. I myself have an Animal Crossing New 2DS XL I got through an auction proxy service in Japan called Sendico. They allow you to buy direct from Japan!


Sendico: Japan Shopping Proxy Service
New Nintendo 2DS XL: Animal Crossing Edition

It is possible to switch regions once hacked, but don't expect Nintendo will like it much. Again follow the "3DS Hacks Guide" on how to do this.


3DS Hacks Guide - Region Changing

Conclusion


If you made it this far, I hope you enjoy your expanded 2DS/3DS gaming experience!


If you get stuck remember...

RTFM!


📧 Comment
💻 Consoles & Computers
📰 All posts
🏠 Capsule home
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GTD bad paths


I love the system (saved my life a couple of times) but I don’t think the book is a good place to start. I’ve read it many times because I’m obsessed with it but it led me down to a couple of bad paths when I was first starting out.


Bad path number one: writing down everything but not processing it properly.

Bad path number two: writing down and processing everything but not actually doing the stuff.

Bad path number three: having lots and lots of well-organized lists, doing the stuff, and getting stressed and exhausted.


That’s why, in my GTD basics post I instead place so much emphasis on:


1. Get good at noping out. You have a huge list of stuff to do, be careful about taking on more.

2. (More important than 1). Before you do something, look at your lists and select the one thing you wanna do (I like to “dot” or “flag“ a handful of things that makes a sublist). Then, when you’re doing that thing, let the rest of your commitments stay out of sight and out of mind, since they are properly bookmarked and stowed away thanks to GTD.


These lessons were so much more important to me than the nitty gritty about “contexts”, delegation/“waiting for“, “someday/maybe”, “two minute rule“, tickler file, “hard landscape”, archive system stuff. Even reviews I would (controversially) put in this category. I use all of those things, I do, but they’re like 20% of the benefit while being 80% of the system, and I instead would teach those features as if they were bonus extra hacks. Pretty darn good hacks sometimes!


The book’s final chapters glance over the idea of zoomed out perspectives / areas of responsibilities. “Meaning of life” type stuff. Those are key to a fulfilled, directed, and intentional life. The book correctly doesn’t start there (you can’t think about higher purpose when you’re drowning in broken lightbulbs and cat food) but there are so many of the “bonus hacks“ that are less important than that high level stuff. I don’t see that as a huge omission since later books etc place a little more emphasis there; what I do see as a flaw is how overlooked the noping out stuff and the “you can focus on X right now because Y, Z, W, and the rest of the alphabet is properly bookmarked” peace of mind.


Because the system touts “stress-free productivity” but the book’s process starts out by drowning you in stress.


GTD Basics
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Schadenfreude at some badly written bots

Back in October, I removed a whole section of my Gemini site [1] because I got fed up with badly written bots [2]. In the best practices guide [3] there is a section about redirection limits (something that *should* be in the specification [4] but for some reason isn't). In the section of my site I removed, I had such a test—a link that would *always* redirect to a link that itself would redirect, ad nauseum. So I would see a new client being tested and perhaps a dozen or two attempts to resolve the link and then it would stop.


But then there were the clients written for automated crawling of Gemini space that never bothered with redirection limits. It got so bad that there was one client stuck for *a month,* endlessly making requests for a resource that was forever out of reach. I had even listed the redirection test as a place for bots **NOT** to go in the `robots.txt` [5] file for the site (also a companion specification [6]).


So because it can be needlessly complex to locate a bot contact address [7],  I was like, XXXX it. I removed the redirection test (along with the rest of the section, which included a general Gemini client test because, well, XXXX it). Why waste my bandwidth for people who don't care?


I only bring this up now because I'm noticing two bots who are attempting to crawl a now non-existant redirection test, probably with a backlog of *thousands* of links because hey, who tests their bots anyway?


[1] gemini://gemini.conman.org/
[2] /boston/2021/08/28.2
[3] https://gemini.circumlunar.space/docs/best-practices.gmi
[4] https://gemini.circumlunar.space/docs/specification.gmi
[5] https://www.robotstxt.org/robotstxt.html
[6] https://gemini.circumlunar.space/docs/companion/
[7] /boston/2020/07/25.2
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A most persistent spam, part V

I received an email from new reader Sylvain asking about Alaksandr, the Russian sendmail spambot that was plaguing me for months. It seems that Sylvain is having to deal with Alaksandr and asked me for some help, having read one of my posts detailing the problem (and if you are having _déjà vu_, it's not a glitch in the Matrix [1]).


I told Sylvain about my solution—removing the email accounts Aleksandr was spamming. I also decided to update each of the posts to point to my solution [2] as it seems others are having similar issues and not finding answers.


[1] /boston/2021/11/26.1
[2] /boston/2021/08/28.1
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Writing a new Gemini server


It feels a bit like a rite of passage. I'm writing my own Gemini server.


Given my background, servers are far easier for me than clients. I'm writing it in Clojure, which is my current favourite language and it's able to serve files OK but it's extremely basic at the moment. Then again, so far it's only 189 lines of code.


I don't have a huge amount of time to dedicate to it but it's nice to be able to dip and write a bit more when I can. The configuration file is next rather than using hardcoded values.
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So Socket Happened


I was discussing gemini servers with someone on IRC, and it's something about gemini that sort of baffles me: a full featured client like AV-98 is 1,500 lines of code, but all the servers I've seen are comparatively huge. Maybe it has to be that way. I haven't written a server since second year of uni, and there was no encryption involved.


This afternoon I built a single-threaded server that listens on a (non-encrypted) socket and upon a connection being made reads the message from the client and echoes it back before closing the connection. That's 14 lines, and the first time I write the server side of a socket in python. We'll see if it goes somewhere, and where that might be. Good practice either way.


-- CC0 ew0k, 2021-12-22
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Are we having fun yet? And by “we” I mean “I.” And by “fun” I mean “misery”

Ah, “Project: Bradenburg [1]”—the gift that keeps on giving.


The build server [2] can now find the proper build node, so that's progress. The build fails, however, because of linking errors, which at least validates the issues I'm having on my local machine. I make one small change to the `Makefile` I know will fix the issue, and the build server didn't pick up the change.


What?


Some investigation, and it appears the build server is pulling the repository from `git` [3], and not from Subversion [4]. It appears I did *not* receive the memo about this (a year and a half ago, I started to migrate our stuff to `git` [5], but stopped because some of our Solaris build servers couldn't check the repos out from `git`. And that's *still* an issue. But “Project: Bradenburg” doesn't run on Solaris so for that and some other reasons, Ops “moved” the repository to `git` a few months ago). So now the official build for “Project: Bradenburg” comes from `git`, and the rest of our official builds for projects in our department are still from Subversion.


Fine. I can deal. I actually prefer `git` over Subversion anyway.


I get the credentials worked out for the `git` repository, make my small change to fix the linking issue, only to have another linking issue. Because of course.


I swear, how did this *ever* compile in the first place?


[1] /boston/2021/12/10.1
[2] /boston/2021/12/13.1
[3] https://git-scm.com/
[4] https://subversion.apache.org/
[5] /boston/2020/05/14.1
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Quick note on "glamorizing" mental illness


Its Cool To Have A Mental Illness - @SchizophrenicNYC

I don't associate "coolness" with something I wish I didn't have. When I make dark humor jokes about my mental health issues, the intent is not to glamorize the mental illness.


The social goal I have in mind when I do that is two-fold:


	It highlights an experience that I think is worth sharing, because sharing it promotes de-stigmatization and acceptance, which helps other people who might relate with it.

	It's a coping mechanism for me, a way to "pwn" my mental illness, so to speak. In other words, it's being like, "these are the sub-optimal coffee beans I've been dealt, and I'd have preferred to have been dealt better ones, but I might as well roast them dark and make them more palatable."




~~~

Last updated: 2021-12-22


Gemlog archive
Back to unixcat.coffee
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GmGitView: Git Repository Viewer for Gemini


I made a Git repository viewer for Gemini. It's written in Python and requires a recent version of pyOpenSSL.


GmGitView

The motivation was that occasionally I've needed to link from my capsule to files in my Git repositories, and that has required HTTPS links.


Here's the index of all the available git.skyjake.fi repositories.

Features



	View commits, history, tags, and file content

	Repository README is shown on the main page

	Commit lists and tags are in Gemini subscription format

	User can select the viewed branch

	View commits as email-formatted patches or colored diffs

	File tree viewer

	Markdown files converted to Gemtext for viewing

	All pages are cached for better performance




Future plans


This was written rather quickly in a couple of days, so there's probably some bugs to fix and features that would be nice to have. One thing that might be interesting is making the pages configurable with templates, so one could use this as a server to host their capsule directly from a Git repository.


skyjake
📅 2021-12-22

🏷 Gemini

CC-BY-SA 4.0


skyjake's Gemlog
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Addiction troubles

2021-12-22

Addiction is killing someone I care about.

In the past decade someone close to me has been (and still is) and addict to drinking alcohol and smoking weed. There has been some improvement as of late: the person no longer drinks. However, the pressure of dealing with all the drama surrounding an addiction has not yet ceased. This is having a lot of negative effects on my personal life, as well as my professional life, and so I am getting ready to ask the addict to get professional help, and then stop communicating for a while.


One of the things affecting me is sleepness nights. This is of course because I am frustrated by the situation, and at times also sad. The fact that I am angry and frustrated does not mean I do not care. I do, and this is probably exactly what makes this more difficult to go through.


Apart from this I am taking action to stay focused on all the positive things happening around me and in my life. This gives me the necessary mental energy to not let the situation affect me too much.


The following things give me joy at the moment:


	my partner and friends mean a lot to me

	some spirituality gives support and new insights

	working on this Gemini site is fun

	furthering the hybrix project feels meaningful

	poetry and music are wonderful




Return
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Choosing a Gemini Server


So after two days of playing around with Gemini I'm already toying with the idea of running my own Gemini Server. I started with flounder.online, which I have to say is an awesome way to get started with Gemini. It gives you all you need right out of the box to get started, including simple in browser site management.


🐟 flounder!

That being said the idea of Gemini is to be curious, so of course that means going out there and looking what other options exist. The best list of Gemini resources I found on Awesome Gemini


Awesome Gemini

Not knowing anything I went thought the list of servers there and these are the ones from the list that look interesting. All I did was read the README and check they had recent commits.


Note: I have no idea if they are actually any good as I am yet to test any of them.


Potential Gemini server list

Agate
Tested on localhost, so far seems to be the easiest to use. Automatic TLS cert generation. Nice directory listing (e.g. skips ".." file), and you need to explicted activate it per directory.


a-h
Some testing on localhost, easy to run single executable, not really happy with the "list everything in the directory" behaviour


Ergol
Looks promising, has gemini and https served pages, but I don't want to mess with PHP


gmid

Jetforce
Python, which I like. I tried to get it to run on Windows 10 (maybe not the best idea) for testing, and it asked for MSBuild 14.0 tools to build and install requirements. Currently I'm favouring the servers with precomplied binaries


twins

Additional interesting server if you want to run a gemini wiki:

Phoebe

📧 Comment
♊ Gemini posts
📰 All posts
🏠 Capsule home
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IOTCYN-M

This is a gemlog for the SpellBinding puzzle, in which you construct words using the specified letters (each word must contain the anchor letter).

Play SpellBinding

Yesterday's puzzle: IOTCYN-M


COMIC COMITY COMMIT COMMON COMMOTION MIMIC MINI MINIM MINION MINT MINTY MIOTIC MITT MOMMY MONITION MONO MONONYM MONOTINT MONOTONIC MONOTONICITY MONOTONY MOON MOONY MOOT MOTION MOTTO MYOTIC OMIT TOMTOM


Pangram: MONOTONICITY


Two days in a row with M.  But only a few words in common.


COMITY - unity, friendly atmosphere or a community based around such things.  A MINIM is something very small.  A MIOTIC/MYOTIC (remember MIOSIS from yesterday?) is a substance that causes pinpoint pupils.  MONITION is a warning or an intimation of danger (thus, 'premonition').


MONONYM: a person famous enough to be referred to by one name, like Madonna.  Technically, Lady Gaga does not qualify, I think.


Another day.

gemlog
home
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Who Might Strike in 2022? Hundreds of Big Contracts Will Be Up

By Dan DiMaggio

Original source

2021 saw high-profile strikes and contract battles that put unions in the public spotlight. And 2022 could potentially be more explosive.


Workers are already sensing their increased leverage in a tight labor market. They’ll be feeling the squeeze of record inflation while their employers rake in profits. There’s every reason to hold the line against concessions, or to win back what they gave away before.


A Bloomberg analysis in November found that nearly 200 large union contracts (covering at least 1,000 workers) would expire between then and the end of 2022. Together these contracts cover 1.3 million workers—and there are hundreds of thousands more covered under the hundreds of smaller contracts that are also expiring. Here are some of the big ones:


Grocery:


Bloomberg says contracts covering 195,000 food and beverage workers will expire before December 31, 2022. A coalition of several Food and Commercial Workers (UFCW) locals—plus one Teamsters local—in California, Washington, and Colorado is coordinating actions and demands on contracts for 100,000 grocery workers at Kroger and Albertsons (and affiliated chains) which expire over the next several months.


The contract for 30,000 workers at Stop & Shop in New England also expires in February. They struck in 2019 when the company tried to hike their health care costs, gut their pension, and get rid of time-and-a-half on Sundays.


Longshore:


The Longshore (ILWU) contract with the Pacific Maritime Association covering 22,000 dockworkers in Washington, Oregon, and California expires July 1 (more on this in an article coming tomorrow).


Carhaul:


A one-year extension expires May 31 on the contract covering 4,000 Teamsters who transport new cars from factories and railyards to auto dealerships. Carhaulers voted down two tentative agreements in their last go-round before defeating pay cuts and an outsourcing threat. This could be an early test for the incoming Teamsters United administration, which has vowed to run more aggressive contract campaigns.


Oil and Tires:


The Steelworkers pattern agreement covering 30,000 oil refinery and petrochemical plant workers expires on February 1. Marathon Petroleum, now the top U.S. refiner, will be the lead negotiator; its agreement will set the pattern for 20 plants owned by 12 companies. Local delegates voted last summer that their bargaining policy should include wages, health care, severance package language, and investment in de-carbonization.


The contract for 5,700 Steelworkers at Goodyear Tire plants in Danville, Virginia; Fayetteville, North Carolina; and Topeka, Kansas, expires July 29.


Bakers:


Speaking of Topeka, the agreement covering the Frito-Lay plant there—where workers struck last summer over 84-hour weeks—expires in September. Also expiring in 2022 is the other Bakery (BCTGM) contract at Frito-Lay, in Vancouver, Washington.


Hospitals:


Big expiring contracts cover 118,000 hospital workers. Among them are 5,000 nurses at the University of Michigan Medical Center (expiring June 30), who recently delivered 2,000 petition signatures and 900 protests of unsafe staffing incidents to their Chief Nursing Executive.


In Buffalo, the contract covering 7,000 members of three unions at Kaleida Health expires on May 31. A five-week strike this fall at another Buffalo hospital chain netted a major win on staffing ratios. The contracts covering 1,500 nurses and 800 other staffers at Temple University Hospital in Philadelphia expire on September 30.


Teachers:


Bloomberg says large expiring contracts in the education sector cover 268,000 workers. Of note are two California locals that struck in 2019: 34,000 teachers in Los Angeles and 3,000 in Oakland. The nation’s largest K-12 educators contract, covering 120,000 teachers and school staff in New York City, expires in September.


Higher Ed:


Contracts up in June include 19,000 graduate employees at the University of California and 16,000 faculty and campus workers at Rutgers in New Jersey.


The contract has already expired for 29,000 members of the California Faculty Association—faculty, librarians, and counselors at the California State University system—and they’re mid-battle.


Telecom:


Thousands of employees of Frontier in California and Connecticut have been working without contracts since the fall. In California, 2,000 Frontier workers have held two one-day unfair labor practice strikes already—and a bigger strike could be ahead. The Communications Workers (CWA) Midwest contract with AT&T, covering 8,000 workers, expires in April.


First Contracts:


Recent waves of organizing by journalists and museum workers mean these workers are fighting for their first contract.


When does your contract expire? What are the big issues you expect to be fighting over? How is your union preparing? Email dan@labornotes.org.
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Choosing a Gemini Server


So after two days of playing around with Gemini I'm already toying with the idea of running my own Gemini Server. I started with flounder.online, which I have to say is an awesome way to get started with Gemini. It gives you all you need right out of the box to get started, including simple in browser site management.


🐟 flounder!

That being said the idea of Gemini is to be curious, so of course that means going out there and looking what other options exist. The best list of Gemini resources I found on Awesome Gemini


Awesome Gemini

Not knowing anything I went thought the list of servers there and these are the ones from the list that look interesting. All I did was read the README and check they had recent commits.


Note: I have no idea if they are actually any good as I am yet to test any of them.


Potential Gemini server list

Agate
Tested on localhost, so far seems to be the easiest to use. Automatic TLS cert generation. Nice directory listing (e.g. skips ".." file), and you need to explicted activate it per directory.


a-h
Some testing on localhost, easy to run single executable, not really happy with the "list everything in the directory" behaviour


Ergol
Looks promising, has gemini and https served pages, but I don't want to mess with PHP


gmid

Jetforce
Python, which I like. I tried to get it to run on Windows 10 (maybe not the best idea) for testing, and it asked for MSBuild 14.0 tools to build and install requirements. Currently I'm favouring the servers with precomplied binaries


twins

Additional interesting server if you want to run a gemini wiki:

Phoebe
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Sonic the Hedgehog on the C64


Yes, the title is correct, this a review of Sonic the Hedgehog on the Commodore 64. It was released on 19th December 2021. The fan base is so loyal, that the best selling computer of all time, continues to have new games made for it decades after its discontinuation.


TL;DR

This game is AWESOME, you have to play it


Grab it here:

Sonic the Hedgehog (C64) V1.1 - [✍️ 2021-12-23: V1.1 bugfix released]
Sonic the Hedgehog (C64) V1.0

Game play


The best thing about this game is that it feels just like the original Sonic the Hedgehog on the Megadrive. From the moment the game starts up it's 1991 all over again, except it's 30 years later and you're on a C64!


The intro music is perfect, and that isn't even the best part. I have played many C64 games, take Impossible Mission for example. I remember being blown away, watching the secret agent jump and flip smoothly across the screen, but Sonic on the C64 takes it to a whole new level.


Impossible Mission

Anyone who has played the original Sonic on the Megadrive, knows what a fast paced game it is, as Sonic spins, bounces and jumps his way through the levels. This C64 port captures the speed and physics of that original game extremely well, given the system limitations.


Levels in the game have been redesigned and shortened for this port, but are still fun, interesting and very nostalgic to the original game. So far I have played though roughly half the game and have been enjoying every minute of it.


Sonic the Hedgehog (Megadrive)

It's amazing to think all of this is possible on an 8-bit computer when the original Sonic was designed to run on a 16-bit console made 6 years after the release of the Commodore 64! If a game like this had been released back in 1982 it would have been the killer release, that would have made the C64 even more successful than it was. It is a MUST play.


Installation


Given the limitations of the C64, this game requires use of extended memory in the form of the "RAM Expansion Unit" (REU). If you want to run this on original hardware you need to already have one of these, or dig it out of your storage locker, or try eBay.


Commodore REU

Today many people of course choose to play C64 games in other ways, from emulators to re-engineered hardware. I've listed a few of the options below and how to enable the REU functionality.


Emulator


VICE is the most popular C64 emulator. It has an option to enable the REU, just turn it, load the disk and enjoy!


VICE - the Versatile Commodore Emulator

BMC64


BMC64 is a bare metal fork of VICE made to run directly on Raspberry Pi3's. Currently it's user interface doesn't support activating the REU but as it's based on vice you can configure it in the "vice.ini" file found in the root folder on the SD card. Add the line below to the end of the file:

REU=1
REU=1



Then simply load the disk and enjoy!


BMC64 (Bare Metal C64)

Ultimate 64


The Ultimate 64 is a FPGA reimplmentation of C64 hardware. The Ultimate 64 has an option within it's system menu to activate the REU. Just turn this on, save the settings, load the disk and enjoy!


Ultimate 64

📧 Comment
🕹 Games posts
📰 All posts
🏠 Capsule home
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A Proof that 0/0=2
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Download a PostScript version of this document
(PS, 204 KB)


---


A common joke on mathematics forums and Facebook groups is to claim that



0/0=2



The "proof" usually proceeds as a chain of equalities:



0/0=(1-1)/(1-1)=(1^2-1^2)/(1-1)=((1-1)(1+1))/(1-1)=1+1=2



Of course such a proof is invalid, because the denominator of these fractions is 0 and division by 0 is an invalid mathematical operation. This document presents an analysis "proof" whose mathematical flaw is much more subtle.


We define a function f(x) thus:



f(x)= {
(x^2-1)/(x-1)    x≠1
2                x=1



We note that f(x) is uniformly continuous over its entire domain and is therefore continuous over its entire domain. A function is uniformly continuous over an interval I if for any real ε>0, there exists a real δ<0 such that if x_1, x_2 ∈ I and |x_1-x_2|



|x_1-x_2|

The denominators can be canceled as long as x_1≠1 and x_2≠1. If either value is unit, however, we must be more careful. We can assume without loss of generality that x_1=1:



|1-x_2|

Our last case x_1=x_2=1 is trivial, because |x_1-x_2|=|f(x_1)-f(x_2)|=0.


We now evaluate the limit of f(x) as x approaches 1. We don't want to divide by 0, so we use the limit quotient rule to help us. The quotient rule is well-established and can be found in any calculus text.



lim(f(x),x,1)=lim((x^2-1)/(x-1),x,1)
=lim(x^2-1,x,1)/lim(x-1,x,1)
=(1-1)/(1-1)
=0/0



By the definition of continuity, for any c in the domain:



lim(f(x),x,c)=f(c)



Setting c=1:



lim(f(x),x,1)=f(1)
0/0=2



What went wrong here? f(x) is indeed uniformly continuous; the quotient rule for limits is indeed a valid rule; and a continuous function at a value does indeed equal its limit as it approaches that value. All the rules of analysis were applied correctly. So why do we arrive at the conclusion that 0/0=2?


Let's look at a slightly-modified function to gain some insight:



g(x)= {
(x^2-4)/(x-2)    x≠2
4                x=2



This function is also uniformly continuous. When we apply the limit quotient rule to g(x) as x approaches 2, we again get:



lim(g(x),x,2)=0/0



But this time, the continuity of g(x) leads us to conclude:



0/0=4



The fault lies with the result of our limit. The quotient rule of limits is a valid operation to perform, but the result of that operation a meaningless value. The statement that 0/0=2 is technically correct--by multiplying both sides by 0, we get 0=2*0. But by the same logic, the nature of g(x) also shows that 0/0=4. The expression 0/0 can represent any value, and is thus useless as a descriptor of a quantity. This is why it is often referred to as being "indeterminate".


In the context of this proof, the correct approach is to avoid using the limit quotient rule, since it does not give a meaningful result. Instead we should evaluate the limit directly:



lim(f(x),x,1)=lim((x^2-1)/(x-1),x,1)
=lim(x+1,x,1)
=2



We arrive at the much more exciting conclusion that 2=2.


---


Up One Level
Home

[Last updated: 2021-12-22]
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Dec 22 2021: The Endless Fight for Anonymity


Recently, I've been uping my security/privacy standards, like using my own self hosted services and using i2p or tor for accessing the web. I try to stay anonymous when ever possible. You probably know this already, but unfortunately, no matter if your me or a 3 letter american organization, nothing on the internet can have an 100% anonymity guarntee. The reason I'm saying this, is because I've been thinking of scenario's were we get 'too used' to anonymity on the internet, and why we always need to be a step ahead when using/developing these tools.


Say the world accepts monero as a currency, and is used across the world for most personal/buisness transactions (which would be awesome). Assuming the idea of the blockchain in full scale like this works, everyone would be able to make anonymous transactions. Nice. But like all anonymizing tools, monero uses methods like encryption, ring signatures, etc. These are all very good ways to keep transactions private, but can be broken, since privacy isn't a fundamental concept in the internet. Now say there's been a vulnerability in monero, or quantum computers became a thing. Now all transactions have been made public. This wouldn't be completely devestating, it's the kind of future that bitcoin would take on. But people have been so used the privacy they've gotten, that they're not doing things like using seperate wallets so that people can't correlate their transactions. Which they shouldn't have too anyways, because the system was meant to be anonymous in the first place. Now people don't know what to do. Monero would likely crumble from people fleeing to another crypto. Not extremelly economically threatening, but still not ideal at all.


The same kind of scenario goes for mixnets like i2p and tor. If the system was cracked (like what is happening to tor right now, which is why I'm looking into i2p), it would lead to people not knowing where to go for x amount of time for a private internet. It would put a wall in the road of being sure you'll be anonymous, therefore people not wanting to go to use the internet. Again, not devestating, but something that should be avoided at all costs.


These kinds of tools are extremely important to use, but we need to make sure that we're always putting our best work into these technologies, creating new technologies, always staying ahead of the game. We're doing a good job right now, but making this as a reminder for it to stay that way.


💬 View likes and comments
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Recipe: Vanillekipferl


Today I tried following my grandma's recipe for Vanillekipferl, traditional Austrian biscuits for the Christmas season, and I thought why not share it with my fellow geminauts?


Ingredients


250 grams butter

300 grams flour

100 grams ground nuts or almonds (I used almonds)

170 grams powedered sugar

2 packs of vanilla sugar


Instructions


Cut the butter into pieces and in a bowl mix it together with the flour, then knead the dough a bit. Then add the ground nuts/almonds, 70 grams of sugar (we save some for later) and one pack of vanilla sugar, and knead the whole thing thoroughly. Let the dough rest in the fridge for 30 minutes. Then take parts of it, roll them into strands, cut them apart and bend the pieces into small arcs. Put everything into the oven and bake until slightly golden brown (I did it at ~200 degree celsius for about 15 minutes and it might have been just a bit too long). In another bowl mix the rest of the sugar and the other pack of vanilla sugar together. When the Kipferl are done, roll them around in the sugar while still warm (but not hot). Now you are done!


Here is a photo of how they turned out for me. Not too shabby I'd say, but not as good as grandma made them of course.


Photo of the Vanillekipferl

If you tried this recipe for yourself please let me know how it went for you in a comment!


Update 2021-12-23


Made another batch, this time fully plant based as I used a vegan butter alternative. I think it turned out better than the first one, but I don't know if it is due to the plant fat, the pre-ground almonds I used this time (as opposed to grinding almonds manually), the higher quality vanilla sugar, better fat-to-flour ratio (first batch used slightly different one than listed above), or my improved kneading technique. Perhaps all contributed.


Anyway, the recipients liked them a lot and that makes me very happy!


Posted 2021-12-22

↩ Back

Comments

🖋 Leave a comment
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Buying Gifts


'Tis the season of buying stuff and giving it a way. I've always had a really hard time choosing gifts for someone. It's at times been a source of some frustration, because I've felt that it needs to be something good. Something they want and need, and will actually be grateful for.


I myself hated to receive gifts. Putting on that fake smile and saying thank you for something I never wanted, and then feeling that I had to keep the thing forever because it was a gift. It's only in the past few years that I've learned that it's not really about the gift, and it's not really about what the recipient wants or needs.


When you buy a gift for someone, then buy something that you would like to give them. Often times it's nigh impossible to know what someone would be happy to get. That's a high bar to set. But buying something that you feel good giving to them is easier. Put some thought into it. Not "what would this person want" or "what do I think they should have" but "what would I enjoy giving this person?"


Maybe you misjudge and the recipient doesn't want the thing. That's okay. Give them the receipt so they can return it and tell them to do what they want with the money instead. Their feelings about the gift are completely separated from their feelings about you. You haven't failed at getting them a "good" gift; you did your best and it really is the thought that counts.


And with that sentence we segue to receiving gifts. No more fake smile and polite thank you, because it's not about the gift itself. Be grateful, because this person values you. That's what the gift means. That's what you thank them for. When you unwrap it you get to savour the tension, and then reveal a surprise that gives insight into what this person thinks of when they think of you. Or maybe what they think about buying gifts. Either way you don't have to feel bad about hating the thing. Maybe don't tell it to their face until enough time has passed that you can both laugh about it. But don't feel obliged to keep it either. It's yours to do as you please with.


This is what I have learned that has turned gift giving from painful obligatory shopping and awkward unwrappings to acts of joy and love. Mind you it's something I still practice, but when I get into the mindset I really enjoy it.


-- CC0 ew0k, 2021-12-21
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We value your privacy


For me, this is one of the most irritating and broken things about the internet. And in the long run, night be one of the best things.


Let's consider what's going on here.


Any site that declares that they value my privacy are, without exception, do not. They are legally obliged to ask my permission to store cookies and are doing so grudgingly by shoving a full-screen modal dialog in my face. There are all kinds of dark patterns at work here.


Pattern 1

There's the basic "we're collecting this information... you can refuse consent by doing x". No user feedback when you do x.


Pattern 2

"Legitimate interest". Actually what this means is they have a whole stack of 3rd parties who would to track you, even if you don't want the site operators to do it themselves. There may be *hundreds* of these. It's a separate opt-out to the first pattern.


Pattern 3

Saving "opt out" preferences takes several seconds. I mean, it just doesn't. There's a timer running to block you from their content for a while simply to punish you for not accepting their tracking cookies.


Pattern 4

We would like to send you notifications. I bet you would.


Self-defeating

So how could this ultimately be a good thing?


I already know that in a spare moment I'll instinctively whip out my phone and start scrolling through news. It's an addiction. But now when I find a modal cookie dialog before I see any content, I'll just close the site rather than fight my way through the cookie preferences. Hopefully this eventually will lead to healthier behaviour; looking around, taking in the world, talking to people.


Gemini, of course, doesn't suffer from the same privacy problem. It also doesn't have the vast ocean of attention-grabbing rubbish that is taking over the web. There's plenty of content to read but right now, it's enough to look through favourite aggregators and authors a couple of times a day.
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Semi-self-hosted email


You've heard of GMail and other 3rd party email, and "self-hosted email" which will make some of you cringe and trigger PTSD if you've ever tried it, but did you know there's a nice middle ground?


I got off GMail back in 2013, right after the Snowden leaks. I temporarily moved my email to my hosting provider at the time, and then tried to follow a guide "NSA-proof your e-mail in 2 hours":


https://sealedabstract.com/code/nsa-proof-your-e-mail-in-2-hours/index.html

By the time I got to "Open DKIM", "SPF", "Reverse PTR", etc. I'd given up. It's not that it's hard, but I could see how getting myself off spam blacklists and avoiding other people's spam boxes would end up becoming a full time job for me. So I decided to try something slightly different.


Goals


To figure out how to handle my email, I needed to have some explicit goals in mind:



	I want all my email on my own server, under my control, and searchable/archivable in an easy plain text format, like Maildir or mbox.

	I would prefer email I send to my friends/colleagues to be routed and stay within my country, rather than being routed to and stored in/via another country (unless they are using GMail or similar).

	I don't want to have to work constantly with domain settings and requesting myself removed from spam blacklists, etc.

	If I use a hosting provider for my email, I'd like to be able to quickly switch to another hosting provider with minimal downtime. I don't want to be tied to a specific provider.




The method


The method for achieving this is quite simple:



	Sign up for a cheap email hosting account at a local hosting provider. The local part is important for many reasons: your email doesn't need to be routed unnecessarily far away; you may get better support locally; you may get a better price locally; your provider is beholden to local laws; you support a local business.

	On a regular basis (e.g. once a minute), pull down all email from the email account into your own server, and serve it using IMAP. This part is easier than it sounds, see below.

	Filter spam out while pulling in the email into your IMAP server.

	Optionally install a webmail service on your server so that you have GMail-like usability.




This is what I refer to as semi-self-hosted email, since the actual mail and SMTP server is at a hosting provider of my choosing, but I store and interact with my email from my own server.


Dovecot


Dovecot is the IMAP server I use. The first part of the afore-mentioned article on setting up your own email server outlines how to install and configure Dovecot. I installed SSL certificates to allow access to the IMAP server over TLS and firewalled it to the IP address range of my ISP to reduce the chances of it being hacked. If I need to access it while on a trip, for example, I use the webmail interface instead (see below). I wouldn't bother with the encryption of the mail directory though, I can't think of a scenario where that might be useful - your email needs to stay in unencrypted form on your server anyway, so if it's hacked, your email can be copied.


https://www.dovecot.org/

Fetchmail and Procmail


Now to pull new email from my hosting provider into Dovecot. For this, I use Fetchmail. It's as easy as installing it and adding a .fetchmailrc config file to tell it where to fetch email from, and then run it on boot. And example config file:



poll pop3.myhostingprovider.com protocol POP3
user "user@mydomain.com" is toby here
password 'thepasswordformyemailaccountatmyhostingprovider'
fetchall
fetchlimit 500
nokeep
mda "/usr/bin/procmail -m /home/toby/procmail/procmail.conf"



In the above example, I tell Fetchmail to connect to POP3 server "pop3.myhostingprovider.com", then fetch the email from my registered account there "user@mydomain.com" with the specified password, and pull it into the local "toby" email account in Dovecot. The other options mean that it fetches all email on the server and deletes them off the server (nokeep).


https://www.fetchmail.info/fetchmail-man.html

Fetchmail can pull email from multiple accounts into one (just repeat the poll block above), which is quite handy! It also supports multiple protocols like POP3 and IMAP. It can push the email straight into Dovecot, however as per my example above, I invoke Procmail on each received e-mail (the line starting with mda), passing in the 'procmail.conf' configuration.


https://wiki.archlinux.org/title/Procmail

Procmail allows me to act on the incoming email in almost unlimited ways, for example I can invoke programs on the email, I can filter the email, I can send auto-reponses, I can set up auto-forwards, etc. My main use for Procmail is to filter out spam. I used to simply add regular expressions to filter spam such as:



# ------------------- Blacklist
:0
* ^(Subject:) .*(viagra|cialis|unforgettable|pills|hack you|michel kors.)
/dev/null

:0
* ^(From:|Reply-To:) .*(no-reply@|noreply@|messages-noreply@|promotions)
/dev/null



However, eventually after adding rules for whitelists and blacklists and pre-whitelist-blacklist (no kidding), I decided I needed a new approach to spam filtering, where I'd rather err on the side of losing a few legit emails than have to constantly update my rules for spammers. My new simplified procmail config only has 2 rules, and it looks like this:



# ALLOW: If it mentions my name or contains my signature
:0 B:
* ( Toby | Toby!| Toby\.| Toby,| Toby$| Kurien | Kurien!| Kurien\.| Kurien,| Kurien$| @tobykurien | @tobykurien$)
toby/

# DISALLOW: If it's not in my whitelist (email addresses in my email box)
FROM=`formail -XFrom: | formail -r -xTo: | grep -i -o '[A-Z0-9._%+-]\+@[A-Z0-9.-]\+\.[A-Z]\{2,4\}'`
:0
* ! ? grep -F -i -q "$FROM" /home/toby/whitelist.txt
/home/toby/spam

# -------------------- Catch all
:0
toby/



So basically, only allow an email through if it mentions my name (e.g. starts with "Hi Toby!") or is a reply to my email, where I know my signature contains "@tobykurien"; or allow an email through if I've already received (and kept in my mail box) emails from them before. Any other email goes into my spam box (which I can still access via Dovecot), but I have a cron job to clear that spam box every night. This means I can still get at any two-factor e-mails or the like if I need to. This is a fairly hard-line stance for managing email, but it's worked incredibly well for me so far - I get at most 1 spam email per month that sneaks through, but rarely miss any important email (at least, to my knowledge!)


How does the second rule work, i.e. how does procmail know what email addresses are in my mail box? The rule checks to see if the email occurs in the "whitelist.txt" file. This file is re-generated every night by the following script:



#!/bin/sh

# create a list of email addresses from my mailbox
grep "From: " -r /Mailbox/toby/* | cut -d ' ' -f2-  > whitelist2.txt

# strip out the exact email addresses and remove duplicates
grep -i -o '[A-Z0-9._%+-]\+@[A-Z0-9.-]\+\.[A-Z]\{2,4\}' whitelist2.txt | sort| uniq -i > whitelist.txt

# remove some email addresses from the whitelist
egrep -v -i "tobykurien|noreply|no-reply|marketing" whitelist.txt > whitelist2.txt && mv whitelist2.txt whitelist.txt

mv whitelist.txt ~/whitelist.txt



SMTP


So with the above setup, I can use an email client like Thunderbird/Evolution on desktop, or K-9 mail/FairEmail on Android to send and receive e-mail. For sending email, I can simply configure the client with the SMTP server details provided by my hosting provider. I did also opt to install an SMTP server on my own server, which has been working fine for me. This did require me to set up SPF, Reverse PTR, etc.


Web mail


Since I move around devices and laptops often, I wanted the ability to access my email via a web browser. This also allows me to add stricter firewall rules to deny access to my IMAP and SMTP servers from outside my ISP's IP address range, for additional security. I initially tried a few options like Horde and Roundcube, but by far the easiest and nicest (for me) solution has been Rainloop. Installing it is as easy as unzipping it into your web server directory and then editing a config file with the details of your IMAP and SMTP server. It has a beautiful and simple interface that works on both desktop and mobile. It even integrates with my WebDAV server to pull in all my contacts, so for me it has all the features I could need, so much so that I no longer use email clients, I just use Rainloop exclusively.


https://www.rainloop.net/

Summary


In summary, I semi-self-host my email by using a local email hosting provider to provide the email service. I then pull in all email from the provider into my own Dovecot server and then delete the mail off the hosting provider, giving me storage and control over my email archive. In the process, I also filter out spam using two simple rules: either you greet me by name, or I've already contacted you before. This almost entirely eliminates spam. I use Rainloop web mail interface to read and respond to emails from my web browser on either desktop or smartphone. This setup gives me control over my email, allowing me to easily backup my entire email archive using rsync, and I can search and process my email as plain text files (a fact I use to generate my whitelist, for example). Finally, I can easily add additional email accounts or domains by simply adding them to my fetchmail config, and I can move email hosting providers easily.
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Avant-propos
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Je tiens à présenter ce petit coin d’Internet qui m’est réservé et qui sera le relais des curiosités et des réflexions, sérieuses ou légères, qui me viennent et que j’estime dignes d’être partagées.


Je suis un étudiant en linguistique au baccalauréat et je m’intéresse beaucoup à cette discipline. Il ne faudra donc pas se surprendre de la voir venir garnir cette capsule. J’ai déjà quelques idées d’articles en tête. Mais la linguistique n’accapare pas toute mon attention, car je m’intéresse aussi à l’informatique, à l’organisation sociale, à l’actualité, etc. Autant des sujets susceptibles d’être abordés ici. Je pourrai aussi publier des tutoriels si j’en imagine et réalise que je croie pertinents.


Le ton pourra varier : dans un article, je défendrai avec vigueur une idée qui me tient à cœur, et dans un autre, je serai ambivalent, ou peut-être même complètement indifférent. Peu importe, je ne veux jamais qu’on me croie véritablement convaincu. Je ne cesse de douter, mais, lorsqu’il m’arrive de ne pas trouver de contrargument substantiel aux opinions que je formule, je peux difficilement m’empêcher de les soutenir vigoureusement. Ce que j’espère que ce cybercarnet pourra apporter, ce sont des idées. Je ne sais pas si elles seront intéressantes ; je serais surpris qu’elles soient nouvelles ; mais je peux assurer qu’elles ne seront toujours défendues que provisoirement.


Si jamais je suis lu — ce qui n’est pas donné —, j’aimerais beaucoup que le lecteur me dise ce qu’il pense de ce que j’ai écrit et qu’il me corrige s’il en sait plus que moi. C’est une chose qui m’apparait extrêmement enrichissante.


Le fait que je doute implique que je sois susceptible de changer d’avis. Aussi est-il probable que des idées sur un sujet dont un de mes articles avait déjà traité me viennent après sa publication ; et il est inévitable que quelques coguilles se glissent quelque part. Je pourrai donc modifier des articles une semaine, un mois, des années après les avoir publiés. Il est vrai qu’il existe un certain type de contenu qui se prête mal à ce genre de révision ; je me contenterai alors d’en corriger les coquiIles. Par souci de transparence et parce que j’ai été influencé par une idée récente de Solderpunk, je rends disponible le dépôt git de cette capsule. On pourra donc en consulter tout l’historique, et si on le veut vraiment, en étudier les changements.


Dépôt git de cette capsule
Texte où Solderpunk présente son idée (en anglais)

Je crois avoir à dire quelques mots à propos de la structure de cette capsule. Au cours de l’une de mes visites dans le cyberespace, j’ai cherché à identifier ce qui fait les bonnes capsules et les bons sites. L’intérêt du contenu est bien sûr le critère décisif, mais outre cela, j’ai pu trouver une propriété structurale que j’estime importante. Je ne sais pas si je devrais la nommer « désordre », « profondeur » ou « richesse ». Elle est caractérisée par un réseau de pages entremêlées, peut-être disparates, qui obéissent pourtant à leur propre structure interne, en des labyrinthes où l’on peut se perdre, en des curiosités qu’on découvre par hasard. J’aime les capsules assez garnies pour qu’on puisse y faire du tourisme et dont on découvre encore de nouveaux racoins à chaque visite. Je veux qu’on puisse un jour trouver ce genre d’atmosphère et de richesse sur la mienne. Cela prendra du temps, et ma capsule risque de rester pauvre un certain moment à cet égard.


J’ai donc voulu imaginer la structure de ma capsule de telle sorte qu’elle n’en contraigne pas trop inflexiblement les possibilités de désordre. Je ne crois pas avoir atteint cet objectif complètement. Aussi est-il possible que la structure de cette capsule change un jour.


J’aime beaucoup les flux RSS (ou Atom, peu importe), et je veux que la structure de ma capsule s’y prête bien. Sa colonne vertébrale sera donc un cybercarnet, dont ce texte est d’ailleurs la première publication. Les articles y seront affichés en ordre antéchronologique. Si ce modèle temporel est simple et utile, il tend à favoriser d’une part le roulement et d’autre part l’obsolescence rapide de son contenu, dont le corolaire semble être la publication fréquente de nouveaux articles superficiels et peu réfléchis puisqu’éphémères. Certains vivent bien avec ce système et réussissent à faire des sites et des capsules intéressants. Ça ne correspond cependant pas à l’image idéale que je me fais de ma capsule. Je prévois donc, lorsque mes publications seront suffisamment nombreuses, établir une organisation parallèle qui classera les articles thématiquement. Avec le temps, ils constitueront une sorte de wiki, dont je maintiendrai continuellement tous les articles.


Pour l’instant, le seul format de flux disponible est gemsub. Je créerai un flux Atom plus tard.


Cybercarnet

À côté de ces articles, j’ai décidé de créer un florilège. Si les premiers seront des textes plus longs et — on l’espère — plus réfléchis, le florilège rassemblera des textes très courts où l’on pourra trouver aussi bien des passages que j’ai lus quelque part et qui m’ont particulièrement plu que des pensées personnelles trop courtes pour faire l’objet d’un article dans le cybercarnet. Ce sera en même temps pour moi une façon de conserver ces citations et ces pensées que je ne veux pas perdre. On peut naturellement s’attendre à ce que cette section soit alimentée plus fréquemment que le cybercarnet.


Florilège

Finalement, conformément à mon intention de créer un peu de « désordre » dans ma capsule, je créerai parallèlement des pages indépendantes de ces trois sections. Je n’ai pour l’instant aucune idée de ce qu’on pourra y trouver.


Cette capsule n’est actuellement disponible qu’à travers Gemini. C’est un choix de simplicité qui ne me force pas à la convertir en plusieurs formats. J’ai déjà eu mon propre site Web par le passé et je n’exclus pas d’exporter cette capsule vers Gopher et vers le Web un jour, peut-être bientôt.


Je tâcherai de publier le plus souvent possible, mais j’écris lentement, et je suis parfois pris de paresse ; mes publications ont peu de chances d’être régulières. Je vise tout de même le mois ; je verrai si le rythme me convient.


— Selve


Revenir à la page d’accueil
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Back into some swing

2021-12-21

This night I slept well, and had pleasant dreams.

Two times I woke, and then I would lie still and try not to think of anything in particular to be able to fall asleep again. This was succesful, and I hope to be able to do this more often to ensure that I get enough sleep.


Yesterday was a slow day due to the fact that I had slept too little and that made it difficult to focus on things like my work for hybrix and such. The weather, however, was sunny albeit cold and the sunshine - which we also have today - really helps cheer the mood and makes me more active.


When trying to do some work I did have an overfocus on a huge list of game engine software and other command-line based repositories. Sometimes I get sucked up into trying to find a universal technical solution to "all of life's problems", however, I know that in the real world this does not exist. We can only attempt to approach and approximate towards that which we deem to be perfect.


Today I will be going to the library to have a place to work and get some things done. I'd like to start working on the dispute modal today for when users run into a failed swap for one reason or the other. Apart from that I hope to be able to add some content to my Gemini site.


Return
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Why Gemini?


This is what happens when you have conversations with your friends about niche technologies and you dive into the rabbit hole... Thanks Ruari!


Gemini in itself is a re-imagining of Gopher, an old text based internet protocol, updated for modern security. So ironically it fits the retro theme of this capsule.


Ruari's capsule

📧 Comment
♊ Gemini posts
📰 All posts
🏠 Capsule home
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TSOIQU-M

This is a gemlog for the SpellBinding puzzle, in which you construct words using the specified letters (each word must contain the anchor letter).

Play SpellBinding

TSOIQU-M


MIOSIS MISS MISSOUT MISSUS MIST MITOSIS MITT MOIST MOOT MOSQUITO MOSS MOST MOTTO MUST MUTT OMIT OSMIUM OSMOSIS OUTMOST QUIM SMUT STIM STUM SUMMIT SUMO TOMTOM UTMOST MISO


Pangram: MOSQUITO


The game was small but full of surprisingly curious words.


Sciences: MITOSIS is the division of a cellular nucleus resulting in two identical nuclei with chromosomes matching the original as opposed to 'meiosis' where the number of chromosomes in each new nucleus is 1/2 the original.  We also have MIOSIS, excessive contraction of the pupil of the eye.  OSMOSIS is the movement of liquids across a membrane.  OSMIUM is the densest naturally occurring element, and one of the rarest metals on Earth.


To STUM wine is to revive fermentation by mixing with must (grape pulp).


A MISSOUT is a bad dice roll.  Otherwise it's two words, miss out.


To STIM is to perform a repetetive fidgeting action.


Foods: MISO.


Finally, the expression MOIST QUIM (vagina) is used only by the most horrible people.   MUST I OMIT this UTMOST SMUT the MISSUS surely dislikes? No - I hate that NYT puzzles exclude awful words.


MOTTO again: Another day.


gemlog
home
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2021-12-21

Solstice

tags: life

So, today marks winter solstice in the northern hemisphere, which means the duration of daylight will slowly increase again.


It also marks the completion of my current Linux class. I write this after coming home from session 12. It was a good course, allthough initially I was somewhat disturbed by the amount of forgotten things from the class before. Three of the four were in this class last year. But all is well, I came home with lots of good stuff to eat and other little presents, so they must have liked it. :-)


Cheers,

~ew


Home
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Christmas news 🎄

The price of Christmas trees has doubled in the last few years. This is partly offset by getting one free last year. If you want to try this, the method is to leave it until about 23rd Dec and go somewhere that still has loads left and just wants to get rid of them. Risky strategy.


One of my offspring was coming home tomorrow but caught the virus. Symptoms seem relatively mild. I'm collecting another by car to avoid public transport contamination. Oh, assuming that I have a negative test first...


I went Christmas shopping yesterday. First time I'd been in a non-food shop for... months? Over a year? So no guarantee that my test will be negative. It's not a good time to be a shopkeeper.


I've put the Christmas duvet cover on. A few years ago we had a bit of a moment and bought one with snowy pine trees and bears in Santa hats on it. Aesthetics are a bit different at this time if year.


Experimenting with hashtags: #Christmas


back to gemlog
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Why Gemini?


This is what happens when you have conversations with your friends about niche technologies and you dive into the rabbit hole... Thanks Ruari!


Gemini in itself is a re-imagining of Gopher, an old text based internet protocol, updated for modern security. So ironically it fits the retro theme of this capsule.


Ruari's capsule

📧 Comment
♊ Gemini posts
📰 All posts
🏠 Capsule home



gemini://gem.minch.io/gemlog/2021-12-21.gmi
It's the Winter Solstice: What Am I Doing?

Tue 21 Dec 2021


Blessed Winter Solstice to those in the northern hemisphere. It's been a while since I last wrote here, and I thought I'd leave a note about what I'm doing.


Mostly, I've been overwhelmed with work, both of the $DAYJOB and housework kinds. Waking up at 6 AM and not really stopping or having any time to myself until 9 PM, at which point I'm too tired to write, or to work on side projects. I don't know if I'm going to get much time over the holidays to spend on my own projects. But here's what I'm trying.


House and family



	Visiting family I haven't seen for a while. It's not the best time to do it, but everyone will take all the necessary precautions. This is the most important thing on my docket.

	Cleaning house. This is the next most important thing.




Dayjob



	Taking most of a week off. Thank goodness.




Reading



	"The Dawn of Everything" by David Graeber and David Wengrow. A book written for popular audiences that applies new archaeological data and overlooked ethnographies to the question of why we seem to be "stuck" with stratified societies. Currently in progress.

	"In the Dust of This Planet" by Eugene Thacker. Addresses the question of the "unthinkable" in philosophy by approaching it via horror literature. Finished, but there are two more volumes in the Horror Of Philosophy series.

	"Sword and Mythos" edited by Silvia Moreno-Garcia and Paula R. Stiles. A collection of sword and sorcery short stories that go back to the roots of the sub-genre adjacent to Lovecraft and the Cthulhu Mythos, but with a modern bent, often feminist or multicultural. Finished. This was some light reading during a break from "The Dawn of Everything".




Writing prose


All of these are basically on hold due to lack of time or energy.



	Applying translation patches to Gemini Quickstart† and then updating the document to reflect changes in Geminispace over the last six months. This is the most important thing I could be working on, and therefore I have no energy for it.

	A write-up of how I use org-roam for personal productivity, separate from how I use org-mode for dayjob productivity.

	A "President Xi, Send the Nukes" article on living in a world that's ending. I could spit out the link-blog parts now, but I feel like I have some deeper stuff to say, informed by radical pessimism. I have some notes.

	A Christmas ghost story. Really? Maybe. I don't have a solid idea, but I've read so much about the aesthetics of horror lately, I kind of want to apply it.




† Gemini Quickstart

Writing code


Last but least.



	An undisclosed Android project. I'm still at the stage of figuring out the tooling, but I'm kind of anxious to get a first draft up and running, because I need the app for my own use.

	Maintaining my existing Geminispace projects.




gemini://carcosa.net/journal/20211221-solstice-log.gmi

↩ go back to index

$ coins

2021-12-20


As a kid I was pretty obsessed with dollar and half-dollar coins.  I don't really know why, maybe just because no one uses them and they were usually gold-colored so they were rare and fancy.  The “tooth fairy” gave me a few fancy actual silver coins, and the only other place I knew of to get them was at light rail ticket kiosks, so any time I would take the train to downtown or something I'd feed in like 3x the ticket price just so I'd get the change back in dollar coins.  Yes, I know you could just do that at a bank but whatever I was like 11.


At any rate, I just rediscovered my stash of them and after making use of Wikipedia to determine what types they were, here's what I have:


	1 silver Eisenhower dollar

	2 nickel Eisenhower dollars

	9 Sacagawea dollars

	18 presidential dollars

	5 Susan B. Anthony dollars

	3 silver Kennedy half-dollars

	1 nickel Kennedy half-dollar



(worth $39 total at face value)


Here's a shitty picture of the stash:

From left-to-right top-to-bottom: Eisenhower silver dollar, nickel Eisenhower dollars, silver Kennedy half-dollars, nickel Kennedy half-dollar, Sacagawea dollars, various presidential dollars from George Washington–James Monroe, Susan B. Anthony dollars, various presidential dollars from John Q. Adams–James Garfield

The silver coins are particularly interesting to me so I went and computed how much silver they had.


Eisenhower silver dollars:

380 gr × 0.40 silver composition = 152 gr ≈ 9.85 g of silver

The silver composition is the aggregate throughout the whole coin, but in reality the plating and core compositions are different.  And also yes they used “grains” as the weight of the coins because of course they did, it's the U.S. we ain't using no shitty grams.


Kennedy half-dollars:

12.50 g × 0.90 silver composition = 11.25 g of silver


So I have in total:

(1 × 152 gr) + (3 × 11.25 g) ≈ 43.60 g of silver


With silver being worth $0.72/g as of this writing, that means I have ~$31.39 worth of silver in coins that have a $2.50 face value.  If I used them directly I'd have a few candy bars and if I melted them down I'd get a good lunch in downtown Denver 🤔.  Also apparently an uncirculated Eisenhower silver dollar like I have is actually worth $20–$30 and a circulated Kennedy silver half-dollar is worth ~$10 so it'd be even better if I just sold them.


I think I'm just gonna keep them though.  Sure they're worth money, but it's not a massive amount of money.  The brass coins are just neat and unique amongst American coins and it's more fun to have real silver coins then to have a few $10 bills.  Plus the Eisenhower dollars have the dope-ass Apollo 11 insignia on the back which is great. (also isn't it weird that it's the Eisenhower coins and not the Kennedy coins that have the moon landing imagery on them?)



⁂
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BONUS Long Game - ECNODT-R

This is a gemlog for the SpellBinding puzzle, in which you construct words using the specified letters (each word must contain the anchor letter).

Play SpellBinding

This was an experiment: a week-long game, with a special rule: only long, 8-characters or longer words allowed.  And it does not seem to be a success - daily games draw more hits every day than the long game drew in a week.  Too bad: I thought slower games are more appropriate for the slonet.


The game looked intimidating with 8+ -long words... But look at all the words below!  The reason for long words only is that there are so many words with these letters that the puzzle would be really annoying.  Limiting to really long words cut the solution set to a reasonable size.


There were a couple of technical snags (due to the size of the game and special rules, my bad), and a few illegal words were accepted initially...


I haven't given up on the slower puzzles, as the daily ones seem like a race for me to make and for you to solve.  I will make another try soon.


BONUS 1-WEEK GAME  ECNODT-R


CENTERED CONCEDER CONCENTER CONCERNED CONCERTED CONCERTO CONCOCTED CONCRETE CONCRETED CONDONER CORNETTO CONNECTOR CONNECTER CONTENDER CONTORTED CORDONED CORDONNET CORONET CORONETED CORNERED CORRECTED CORRECTOR CORRODED COTTERED CREDENCE DETECTOR DETERRED DETERRENCE DETERRENT DOCTORED ENROOTED RECONNECT RECONNECTED RECONNED RECORDED RECORDER REDDENED REDONNED RENCONTRE RENDERED REORDERED RETORTED TEETERED TENDERED TENDERER TORRENTED TOTTERED


Pangrams: CONCENTERED CONCERTED CONCRETED CONTENDER CONTORTED CORDONNET CORONETED RECONNECTED
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Re: Re: Do You Ever Feel Stuck in a Loop?


I received so many interesting and thoughtful replies to this.


I guess ultimately we have our habits and routines. In my youth this was the life I dreaded the most; every day being like the previous. Maybe I was afraid of stagnating, of no longer moving forward. Now I wonder if it could be that I was in an unnecessary hurry.


Building a table this weekend felt so far out of the ordinary it got me thinking again. Yes, I feel stuck in a loop, but I also move forward. It's a hamster wheel, except it's not attached to a scaffold. It rolls as I walk in it.


Stupid metaphor maybe, but my point is that progress isn't always fast, and letting things take time is sometimes very valuable. I've been thinking about what kind of living room table I want for weeks, even if it's been at the back of my mind. Finding scrap wood and see what I could do with it was always one possibility of several. Eventually, when the time was right, it happened.


The same with my painting. I spent weeks figuring out the techniques, motif, and colours. Eventually I just needed to find a time slot for it.


I had another look at my kanban board yesterday morning. It's been a while since I took a proper look at it, and lo and behold so much has happened. Not in the progression of tasks, mind you. Not one has moved to a new column in a month or so. The progress is more subtle. Ideas have matured and I realised that I could revise a lot of the tasks in my to do column. They could be vastly simplified and made more incremental.


Sometimes I guess time and patience is a friend, and what looks like a loop is really a maturity process. We always move forward, even if we don't check off boxes on lists.


Links


The original post.
Another link to my vim kanban board.
About building a table.

Replies


2021-12-17 Adam T: Re: Do You Ever Feel Stuck In A Loop?
2021-12-17 eaplmx: Re: Do you ever feel stuck in a loop?
2021-12-17 Left Adjoint: RE: Stuck in a loop
2021-12-17 ruario: Re: Do You Ever Feel Stuck In A Loop? 🔄

-- CC0 ew0k, 2021-12-20
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2021 Week 50: Thoughts and Photos

2021-12-20


---


As part of another mathematics post, I'm learning about and using computer algebra tools such as SageMath and GAP. I haven't used many programs designed for symbolic manipulation before, so the experience is quite enjoyable. SageMath in particular seems immensely powerful--I see myself using it for many upcoming side projects.


We had a short-lived but intense thunderstorm Wednesday evening, In the aftermath we discovered that an upstairs windowsill was leaking, causing water to come into the house over the garage and inside a closet. The closet wall has already begun to mold. Just one of the treats of being a homeowner, I suppose.


My wife has suffered her second bout of pancreatitis this year. We've both switched to a low-fat, low-carb diet--she to try to help her pancreas heal, and I to try to continue to lose weight. The results seem to be good so far, though she still was a ways to go before recovering fully.


I hadn't played Mushihimesama much in the past several weeks, but on Friday I booted it up on a whim. To my surprise, I almost cleared the entire Maniac difficulty without using a continue, known as a "1cc". I lost my last life on the final boss of the game, but the feat game me encouragement to keep trying.


---


Photo of the week:

The Phantom Cabinet
(PNG, 800x450, 322 KB)

My favorite band is a small Finnish outfit called Pepe Deluxé. They first formed in the mid-1990s, but they've only produced five studio albums in that time. In October their latest album was released: The Phantom Cabinet Vol. 1. Their previous album was released in 2012--a whopping nine-year gap between albums!


---


Up One Level
Home

[Last updated: 2021-12-20]
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